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COMPREHENDING 


Al the different Species known in England; deſcribing. the 
Perfections and Imperfections of each, agreeable to the Improve- 
ment and great Perfection they are at this Time arrived at; 
together with the Methed of Building and Furniſhing a Loft, 
Area, Trap, &c. 


The Method of Breedin the moſt curious and valuable 


Sorts, as practiſed by the beſt Fanciers. 


Be 1555 21 e n, 56 8 N 


1th Obs ng gn 3 oh : thei . 


e pk d e . Me 


The fraudulent Methods uſed in the Sale of bad we | 


clearly and fully dene „&. &. 7.7 
TY Careful Sele from the beſt Authors 


To which is added, 


A moſt 71 | dem- Ur Gebetes and beauifu | . 


Pigeon called Tyr Almond TUMBLER. 


The whole- Ge d, as well for the US. ef ili 


tlemen who are Fanciers, as thoſe who are utterly unacquainted 
with their Perfections and Properties, which are here let forth in 
the cleareſt Manner. 


Illuſtrated with a Frontiſpiece, and Cuts elegantly and ac- 
curately engraved from Life by the moſt able and eminent Artiſta, 
under the immediate Inſpection of * experienced Fanciers. 


« Curiofity and a Fondneſs for Novelty are implanted by Providence in the 

« Mind of Man, to make him obſerve and examine Things attentively z 

7 diſtinguiſh their various Productions, Form, ard Structure; and admire 

«© their Beauties, Properties, and Uſe, Whilſt he is doing this, he is 

« improving-his Judgment, * his Duty, and making himſelf 
% happy. Baler : Nat. Hiſt. 
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7 R E FAC E. 


TATURAL hiſtory is one of 
the moſt pleaſing ſtudies a 
man can purſue; it daily affords us 
new obj ects for admiration ; flowers, 
opt animals, Kc. all diſcover the 


he 


tence of the preat creator of : 
thing and nothing ſpeaks the di- 
vine providence more than the bird 8 
of the air, if we conſider the innu- 
; merable ſpecies from the eagle down 
to the humming bird ; their different 
manner of building hel neſts, pecu- 
| liar to every diſtin& kind, with the 
| induſtry, dexterity, and precaution 

that rei cign throu gh the whole: the 
| | A 3 fwallow 


vi The PREFACE. 
Diſplay 4) — a Wee entirely 
different from all others ; ſhe wants 
neither wood, hay, nor bands, but 


knows how td make à kind &f plat- 7 


ſter, or cement, with which ſhe erects 


a dwelling equally ſecure and conve- 


nient for herſelf and all her family: 

ſhe has no veſſels to receive the water 
ſhe uſes, nor a barrow to convey her 
ſand, nor a ſhovel to mix her mor- 
tar, but raiſes her wings, and wets 


her breaſt on the ſurſace of the rivet, 5 


after which ſhe ſheds the dew over 
che duſt, and then tempers and works 
it up with her bill, with which ſhe 
compleats her neſt. Did we confi — 
der nature in general, or take a ſur- 
vey of her beauties in particular, thro 


all her works, ſhe is qualified both i 
to pleaſe and inſtruct, becauſe they 


are all full of harmony and contri- 
vance. 


The PREFACE; vi 
vance. All the bodies that ſurround 
us, the leaſt as well as the largeſt; 
acquaint us with ſome truth; they 
have all a language in which they 
addreſs themſelves: to us, and indeed 
to us alone, We learn ſomething 
from their particular ſtructure: their 
determination to a certain end, points 
out the intention of the creator: the 
relation they bear to each other, as 
well as to us, are ſo many diſtinct 
voices that call for our attention, and 
which, by the counſels they give us, 
repleniſh our lives with accommoda- 
tions, our minds with truth, and our 
hearts with gratitude. In a word, 
we may ſay that nature is the moſt 
learned and complete of all books 
proper to cultivate our reaſon, ſince 
ſhe comprehends at once the objects 
of every ſcience, and never confines 
her inſtructions to any particular lan- 


guage or people. . 


viii The PREF AGF. 
It is from this book. lying open to 
every eye, though very; lintle con- 
ſulted, that we rgpoſe to give an 
extract, with the view of making per- 
ſons acquainted With, and to preſent 
to their obſervation, what inattention 
Our intention in this extract, is to 
k-th ourſelves intirely to: deſcribe 
and ſet forth in a clear and intelligi- 
ble light, the many and different 
ſpecies of Pic EONS, with the me- 
thod of breeding them, &c. 
Mr. Moore obſerves, in his Colum- 
barium, that the hiſtory of birds in 
general has been given us by many 
hands, and in ſome parts in a very 
accurate manner; yet the ſtudy of 
this genus of birds ſeems. in a great 
meaſure to be neglected by moſt of 
our naturaliſts, who. have given us 
but wi ſhort h deſeriptions of 


ſome 


* 


| The P; 4 EFA C E. ix 
ſome of the ſpecies, in which not- 
' withſtanding they have been guilty 
of many great miſtakes, and entire- 
ly. left put many others in their liſts, 
It:is amazing to ſee ſo great an in- 
dolence, on this particular branch, 
ſpread itſelf in ſuch an univerſal man- 
ner through all our ornithologiſts, 
eſpecially conſidering the vaſt oppor- 
tunities they have had, or might have 
had, to have given their readers the 
utmoſt ſatisfaction by the moſt exact 
and ample deſcriptions. It is noto- 
rious to all mankind, what vaſt num- 
bers of theſe Birds, in all the ſpecies, 
have been, and are ſtill kept in this 
8 kingdom, not only by perſons in a 
lower rank of life, but even by per- 
ſons of the greateſt diſtinction, and 
the firſt degrees of quality, Who have 
held theſe Birds in ſo great eſteem, 
that they have endeavoured t to. attain 
: at 


„ 


* Te PRFEEFACKE 
at leaſt an experimental knowledge 
of them, purchaſing, at a very great 
expence, as many of the diſtinct ſorts 
as they could hear of, and cultiva- 
ting them in their own houſes. Ri- 
chard Atherton, Eſq; of Atherton 
Hall in Lancaſhire, who was a gen- 
tleman both of will and ability to 
proſecute his fancy in this branch of 
natural hiſtory, was building a ſtately 
houſe in Lancaſhire, on the top of 
which he deſigned to have four tur- 
rets, in which his Pigeons were to be 
diſpoſed according to the nearneſs of 
relation between the different ſpecies, 
but death put an end to the under- 

taking, to the immenſe grief of all 

thoſe gentlemen of the fancy who 

had the honour of his acquaintance. 
He was a very compleat judge of a 
Pigeon, and would f pare neither coſt 
nor trouble to procure tlie beſt, and 


had 


Th PN E FAC E =» 
had a very choice collection of many 
kinds. 

The ſame methods 1 been taken 
in moſt other countries, as well as 
Great Britain, to gain this experi- 
mental knowledge; as in Holland, 
France, Germany, Spain, Turkey, 
Perſia, and Morocco. In the three 
laſt of which places, the monarchs 
themſelves have officers called Keep- 
ers of the Pigeons. Thus we ſee 
how the knowledge of theſe Birds has 
been propagated and encouraged in 
moſt parts of the world at a very 
great expence, while every obſerver 
had ſtill this natural hiſtory to obtain 
in the ſame experimental and coſtly 
way, and was often groſſly impoſed 
upon, by having a mixt ſtrain put 
into his hands inſtead of the real ſpe- 
cies; yet notwithſtanding all this, and 

the eaſe — it might have 
8 been 


« WR The PREBAGE 

been accompliſhed, we find an Almoſt 
profound filence among the natura- 
liſts upon this head. 3 
The ſtudy of this genus of Birds, 
if properly attended to, is not be- 
ncath the greateſt naturaliſt ; for i is 
It not an infinite reaſon that diredts 
the labour of this and all other Birds 
when they build their neſts ? Who 
informs them that they ſhould 127 
eggs, and that they 2 want 
neſts to preſerve and cheriſh, them 
with A genial heat ? Who has Tegu- 
lated their almanack, that they might | 
not miſtake the time, and prevent 
them from laying their eggs an- 
tecedent to the firyQure ; of their 
| neſts? 2 Og 
We all enjoy Fight, 212 are con- 
verſant with the external p part of na- 


$74 a 


ture. This view of it is for r us, and 
in confining ourſelves to it, we, in 
every 


The PREFACE. xiii. 
every part, ſufficietitly diſcover beauty, 


n, and truth. We are cer- 
tain of the exiſtence of objects; we 
ſee their form, we ' experience their 
eſs, we calculate their number, 
we behold their properties and rela- 
tions, their tendencies and ule. Here 
is an ample variety of inſtructive ex- 
kreiſe for the mind, every new infor- 
mation is an additional pleaſure. We 
ſe out riches increafing with our dif- 
coveries ; Abe the view of ſo 
enefactions Ht reeds Baniſh ini- 
gratitude ahd , indifference om our 
heats, OCH TOTS © eo 
m EVE? to be Made of this ttea⸗ 
= we do not t offer it to che public 
an entire new work, but have Pro 
oy: on tlie phi of Mr. Möbre; 
have'correQed Tönie- Errors, and made 
nany additions,” wich eitratäs from 
other Authors. Aud as Mr. Moore's 
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eſſay 1 is very deficient, for want of cuts, 
to convey a Juſt idea of the different 
ſpecies ; in order to ſupply that de- 
fe&, we have procured engravings 


from the: beſt hands, at a very great 


expence, in order to illuſtrate; this 
work ; all which are done from life, 
and very maſterly executed, under 
the inſpection of the author, and 
other fanciers. It is to be obſerved 
that the ſpecies in general, and the 
almond tumbler in particular are, 
from great care and expence in breed 
ing them, arrived to ſo great a per- 
fection, and ſo different from wha 
they were twenty or thirty years paſt, 
that if a perſon who had been a fan- 
cier at that period, and had quitted 
the faney, and not been convert 
therein during the intermediate i 
was to give his opinion now, I 


be 180 to condemn them, for no o other 
reaſon 


die p RB HFA CE. xv 
reaſon, than becauſe they are not like 
what uſed to be thought good when 
he was in, the fancy. before; for in- 
8 ſtance, the powter was formerly bred 
ith thin legs, and. void of feathers 
on a them, which by the preſent fan- 
ciers are in no eſteem, and called by 
them, naked and wire- legg d, who 
now. endeavour. to. breed them with 
ſtrong e Ae and d well 
age: - 
After all, we can * 3 
ers, we : have ſtrictly adhered to truth, 
(which. 3 is the firſt conſideration i in a 
work of this kind) however. we may 
deviate in opinion from thoſe who 
have formed a wrong judgment of 
the different 2 by oy not having | 
hadan opportunity of h 
fant with thoſe*th | 
which always have, and always will 
bear a gens price, and oftentimes 


arc 
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are not to ee at why rats 
Whatever. rod af, ot DNS Joc 
e parts 7 the firſt "pla 1 


e 
ſecond, deſcribe the different ſorts, 
clearing up obſcürities, and rerder- 
ing the knowledge + and diſtinction ur 
the ſeveral ſpecies intelligible tothe 
meaneſt capacity, ſo that 2 com 
paring an y Pigeon with the” chitdate- 
riftics ry fs Hdvariced, Td "nity be 

able to form à trub Fad dg regt Wie 
ther they ate e Pac, or indie 

ag 
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caſe the ſouth, o r 


7 as 5 ee : 
"ſouth-weſt i is to 


2 The method of bf  Pigeon-lft 
few . build 1 room for that putpoſe 


any carpenter, e that work, ſuffici- 
ently underſtands ; where proper care ſhould 
be taken to fence. off the cats, who are 
ſworn, enemies to Pigeons, and, never fail 
making terrible havock amofig them when- 
ever opportunity ſerves. And as fondlings 
are commonly unfortuiiate, ſo if you have 
Pigeons that you value more than 

ng / a ace commonly? he fit th 
fall a ſacrifice. 

_... Notwithſtanding the cats are natural 


enemies to Pigeons, it is a very common 


thing to ſee one in moſt \Pigeon-lofts, 
which are put in there when very young, 
and by proper methods -bcing-uſed. -with 
them, ſuch ag \oryetimes beating them with 
4 dead. Pigeon, and holding an egg made 


-4 8 hot to theix noſe, which intimidates them 


from touching the e egg 


» &c, they naturally 
become afraid. of | 


- "Kurt 


« a+ + 


rn 3 
hurt either the eggs or Pigeons, provided 
they are conſtantly ſupplied with food; 


and they are extremely neceſſary: in! a loft, 8 


by keeping it clear of rats and mice, which 
ate full as deſtructive to the Pigeons as the 
cats, by ſucking their eggs, killing the 
| young ones, and even the old ones, &c. 
The loft, or room, ſhould be ſafficiently 
ſpacions to accommodate the number of 
 Pageons: you propoſe: to entertain, allowing 
esel pair at leaſt two holes, or breeding | 
e they will fit the quieter for has 
ving the more room, and conſequently will 
Ms better.” | Mr. | Moote ſuys he 
kneth a gentleman who! could dt raiſe 
threw young ones out of nine pairs of breed- 
ing Pigeons all: che ſpring, anch fbr above 
three months after, -only by keeping them 
ſtraitened in too narrow a compaſs; Mhereas 
about the latter end of Auguſt; or begin- 
ning of e e, 4 he moved chem into a 
larger loft, and the ſame Pigeoris' bred 
well, even then, and through the moſt 
art” of the winter. The reaſdn of this 


incombenienee is very Plain; for falaeious 
Ce „ccc 


4 The methad of building a Pigeen- st : 
| cocks will often play to, and diſturb . the 
others ag they ſit; and others that want 
room to ſit, will fight for neſts, and by 
this means deſtroy both eggs and young 
ones. And here I would adviſe, to ſift 
gravel on the floor and ſhelves, which the 
Pigeons love to pick, and is very good for 
them, and alſo makes your loft look neater, 
and eaſier kept clean; and by keeping them 
clean, you keep free from fleas, and other 
vermin, which are bred and nouriſned by 
the dung principally for I can aſſure the 
reader, I never ſaw: above two fleas in the 
ſpace of twelve months, which I impute 
intirely to their being kept free from dung. 
You may erect ſhelves, of about twenty 
inches broad, for breeding places, allowe 
ing eighteen inches between ſhelf and ſhelf, 
that powters may not be under the neceſ- 
ſity of ſtooping for want of height, for in 
that caſe they would contract an habit of 
playing low, which ſpoils their carriage. 
In theſe ſhelves partitions ſhould be fixed 
at about three feet diſtance, making a blind, 
by a board nailed againſt the front on each 


/ 
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nde of every partition, which will * 2 
two neſts in the extent of every three feet, 
and the Pigeons will not be liable to be 
diſturbed, as they will then ſit in private. 
Some fix a partition between each neſt, 
which prevents the young ones from run- 
ning to the hen ſitting at the other end, 
and thereby cooling her eggs ; for in breed- 
ing time, when the young ones are about 
: A papaya or three-weeks old, the hen, if 
ood breeder, will lay again, and leave 
the care of the young ones to the cock. 
Others let them breed in partitions entirely | 
open in front, for the greater convenience 
of cleaning out their neſts. I find by ex- 
perience, that neſts made on the floor are 
much more convenient than otherwiſe, if 
the loft will admit of it, for it prevents 
the young ones falling out of their neſts, 
which ſometimes | breaks a leg, and very 
often lames them; and alfo gives them a 
chance of being fed by other Pigeons, as 
well as their parents, which frequently 
happens. In every neſt ſhould be placed 
4 ent baſket;' or earthen pan, that has 
e Ba” not 


56 The method of bull @ Pen- Ib. 
not been glazed, which prevents the ſtraw 
from ſlipping about, both which are made 
for this purpoſe, and the ſize muſt be ian 
proportion to the Pigeons you breod : for 
inſtance, a pan, fit for a tumbler, or other 
ſmall Pigeon, ſhould be about three inches 
high, and eight inches over at the top, 
and ſloping to the bottom like a waſh- 
| hand baſon, and that in proportion fer 
other larger Pigeons, remembering to put a 
greater ſafety get upon their eggs; and by 
the means of this pan, the eggs are not 
only prevented from rolling out of the neſt, 
but your young Pigeons from being han- 
dled when, you chuſe to look at them, 
12 often puts them into a ſcouring. 
me prefer the baſket, as judging it 
3 and. not ſo liable to crack the egg 
when firſt laid ; others the pan, as not ſo 
apt to harbour vermin, and being eaſier 
cleancd ; and ſay that the foregoing incon- 
veniencies ate eaſily remedied by putting in 
a ſufficient quantity of clean ſtraw, rubbed 
ſhort . aft, or an frail is moſt 
valued, 


_ 


2 eue of dulildaig's P- 5 
alued, becauſe: it Jays: holow,' :and laſts ia 
great wile, the ig: eagle it a8 
nn requires. 211 U - 799% 
The trap always built on aphid, 
* floor of deals; on:the :outfide: the houſe, 
that the Pigeons may have free acceſs to 
it; and is formed of laths, nailed: ſo'floſe 
together, that the ſmalleſt Pigeon emmat 
get out; ſome· make theſe very ſmall, with 
three doors, ont on each fide, which all 
draw up together, by pulling a fingle firing, 
(intending rhiefly to catch ſtray Pigeons, 
ſeed, ot᷑ rape and canary; which all Pige- 
ons are very fond of)-:with places made at 
trap, but cannot eſcape back, and are cull 
ed- bolting wires 3 and x ſquare hole left 
open on the top, called a tipping hole, ff 
your ' 200p* be perfoRtly entre. wow” "the 
s bled on Ane = 16 
*- Others: build then very wide ind büty! 


1 have ſecn fore near twenty yards. long, 


and ten. verde wide, with ſhelves os every 
4275 11 45 © (25; 3 40 740. 21 — hy ſide 
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8 Thr merbod of bililding a Þ 
-fide;! for the Pigeons th pitch 8 "which 

: ſupplies: them 'with ſufficient room and air, 
and keeps them in a good ſtate of health, 
which are called areas, and chieflfy uſed 

J Where W api? not e ge 1 
To make a loft ene it ſhould: bo 

furniſhed with proper ane 

en and ſtands for wate. 

The meat- box ſhould be b in che 
maps of a hopper, as a reſervoir for their 
food, and cover'd over on the top, to pre- 
vent their dunging among the grain, which 

deſcends into a ſquare ſhallow, box, which 
ſome fence in with rails, or holes on each 
ſide, to keep the grain from being flirted 

over on the ground, and mixing with the 
dung; and others leave it intirely open. 
that the young ones may the more n 
find their way to it. 

Ihe water- bottle ſhould be a large glaſs | 
wade with a long neck, holding four- or 
five gallons, and, its: belly made in the 
form of an egg. to keep them from dung: 

ing on it; but the ſhape; is not material, 
2s a piece of paſte-bgard, hung by a ſtring 
at 


dhe methdd of | bulding.a Pigeon-loft. 9 
at three or four inches above the bottle, 
will always prevent that, by hindering 
them from ſettling. thereon. - This bottle 

| ſhould be placed upon a ſtand, or three 
footed ſtool, made hollow at top to receive 
the belly, and let the mouth into a ſmall 


pan; the water by this means will gradu- 


ally deſcend out of the mouth of the bottle 
as the Pigeons drink it, and be ſweet and 
clean, and always ſtop when the ſurface of 
the water meets with the mouth of the 
bottle. 
The reaſon of which i is evident ; for is 
belly of the bottle being entirely cloſe at 
top. keeps. off all the external preſſure of 
the atmoſphere, which, preſſing hard upon 
the ſurface of the water in the p pan, which 
is contiguous to” tha in the bottle, is too 
potent for the ſm quantity of air which 
is conveyed into the belly of the bottle 
with the water, and which conſequently, 
as being the lighter matter, riſes to the top 
of the bottle, as it ſtands in its proper 
ſituation; but the water being ſucked away 
by the Pigeons, that it no longet toucheth 
11 . | the 
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oxerts:its power, and cauſeth the water 
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„&c. may be ſeen in the fron! 
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. Method of Matching, or Paint 
oe Prgeans. 


Tus loft being ahne Aalhed * 
equipped, we ſhall next ſhew how to 
match or pair the Pigeons: for notwith« | 
ſtanding they are very conſtant, ' when 
paired, to each other, ſeldom parting, ex 
cept when either of them ;grow fiche, or 
very old; et” tis Yiſicullt to wah Tok | 
pair to one's mind. ; 
Therefore; en bee thear dais, Die 
ſhould be two Gp$+ called by 
: Fanciers Ae 2 8 
with a lath partition between them, that 
they may ſee each other; and ſheuld de 
I contrived, that they may both eat amd 
drink out of tlie ſame veſſels, feeding ehem 
often with hemp ſeed; which makes chem 
ſalacious 5 and when you obſerve the hen 
to to Heep her tail to the cock, as he plays 
in the * pen, which is Yermed ſewing, 


* 


N CE e 


. r of 
you any then put her | in to him. and they 
But 12 for Want B convenien es von 
are obliged, at firſt, to put them both into 
one coop, always put the cock in firſt for a 
few days, that he may be maſter of the 
place, eſpecially if the hen be a virago, 
otherwiſe they will fi ght ſo much, as perhaps 
may ſettle in them an abſolute averſion for 
ever after. But the cock, being maſter, 
will beat the hen, if N into com- 
Fine; 2 oe, 
They being thus matched, turn 7 | 
looſe into your loft, and ſuffer them to 
chuſe the neſt they like beſt; or if you | 
chuſe to fix them to any particular neſt, it 
may be done by the following method: 
Make a lath machine the length of your 
breeding places, cloſed in at top and bot- 
tom with boards, and projecting out as far 
as your loft will. conveniently: allow: one 
of the top boards ſhould lift up with hin ges, 
in order to put in meat and water. This 
may be hanged before any hole, and put 
the Pigeons in it; and when they have 


been uſed to the neſt five or ſix days, take 
it 


matchimg, or paiting.of Pigeons. 13 
it away, in the night is the beſt time, and 
they will. keep to that neſt. 
The ſame method may be uſed, 40 l is "Pp 
good one, to prevent the ſtrain being 
adulterated by a falſe tread, which an over 
ſalacious hen will frequently ſubmit to; 
therefore keep them up by this method 
till the hen has laid both her eggs; then 
take it away, and give them their liberty, 
till the hen has fed off her ſoft meat; then 
the hen, will begin to be falacious again; 


therefore at that time confine them as be. 


g fore, and you are ſure to keep the ſtrain 
pure and entire. This method, being 
troubleſome, is not worth uſing but for : 


the * ker. 5 


hd 


10 The Generatim mY Bia SAR 
WY next ching we telt of is, he 
| n of this bird; or the me- 
Shed! it makes uſe of for the - propagation 
ef its ſpecies; for which we are partiy 
obliged te Dri Harvey, in his treatiſe of 
the- e 00 of SN _ partly to 
ather authors. »; 
All animals are Aliinguihed into three 
ſorts; oviparous, or ſuch· as are - formed 
from an egg; viviparous, or ſuch as are 
produced from the uterus alive and in per- 
fection; and u- page or duch as are 
formed from · a worm! if deck. 
| Though in fact the e of all kinds 
of animalg is produced/ from an egg, the 
only reaſon therefore of this diſtinction i is; 
that in ſome animals, this egg (if I may | 
be allowed the phraſe) is hatched, or 


| hrought to perfection in the uterus ; where- 
as 


| : 
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The generation of Pigeons. 13 
as all of the feathered kind emit or lay 
this c. and. produoe een 
| The thevaſare: ee 

Bird; call it a Bird, becauſe all that be- 
long to this genus feed their young ones 
for ſome conſiderable time after they are 
hatehed whereas the young ones: of the 
andi eat it themſelves almoſt as ſdoti as they 
ate diſeharged froth the ſhell of — 
wn which they were produced. 7 
We ſhall next give ſcime . * 
Wee of the egg, and "_ + com 
e 9 deſoription f 
Natbre products in: ae ot upper 
a af he e ee iqand bird; a great 
| cluſter: of | ſmall yolks; ſticking+-togethet 
like a bunch of grapes; which: fronv-this 
ſimilitude Dr. Harvey calls a viteliaty, and 
adds, that in Pigeons;i he has ohſtrvod this 
cluſter of eggs to be al of a like magnis 
tude excepting only two, which were 
larger than the reſt,” and: wert now ready 

tao deſoend into: theilowor uterus 0p womb. 
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The generation f Pigs. 
5 cock, in the act of coition, impreg - 
nates theſe eggs, and by a ſurpriſing ope- | 
ration of nature, renders them prolific. 
The eggs of the ſmalleſt birds may be judg-- 
ed by that of the hen, where the parts are Wo 
more apparent. We may eaſily diſtinguiſh EL 
the yolk that is in the heart of it; as 


likewiſe the firſt white ſubſtance tit * Sous 


rounds it; and a ſecond” white, in which 
the maſs in the middle ſwims ; beſides 
theſe, we can ſee the ligaments that ſuſ- 
tain the yolk towards the center of the 
egg," together with the membranes that 
enfold it, one yellow, another black; and 
a third and fourth that encompaſs the 
whole: and laſtly; the ſhell' that defends 

all the. reſt. What lies within theſe inclo< 
ſures. has the firſt formation; the ſhell 


makes the laſt appearance, and 'hardens 


from day to day: it is a fluxion of falts 
evacuated from the humours of the dam, 5 
and which the heat fixes and conſolidates 
round the egg, to form a (cruſt that has a 
double function: one is to put the mother 
into a condition of diſcharging the egg 
without cruſhing it; che . is to pre- 
| ſerve 


T, be generation of Pigs, IT 17 
ſerve. the young from all accidents till it 


be formed, and in a capacity to forſake the 


egg. We may even ſay that the egg per- 
forms to young birds the office of a breaſt 
and milk, with which the offspring of 
other animals are nouriſhed, becauſe the 


little chick that lies in the egg in the ſtate 
of a nymph, and concealed under the 


ſkin of a worm, is firſt ſuſtained with the 
white of the egg, and afterwards with the 


yolk, when the animal has gathered a little 


ſtrength, and its parts begin to. be fixed. 


Under this membrane that ſurrounds the 


yolk, is found a little cicatrice or white 
ſpot, which is only the ſeed where the 
worm reſides. The egg, into which this 


little animal is injected, becomes prolific 
but that wherein no ſuch creature can be 


diſcoyered, wants the ſeed, and contains 


5 only a barren nutriment. The females 


ſometimes lay eggs without any congreſp | 
with the male, but they never produce any 
thing. The little chick, under the form 
of a worm, is continually ſituated on the 
Volk. and always aſcends to the = of that 


0 fide 


a8 The: generation of Pigeons. 
ſide where the warmth of the dam attracts 
her. But as it would be quickly over- 
thrown were the egg removed, and in ſuch 
caſe would no longer be ſenſible of the 
heat that is ſo neceſſary to its welfare, the 
yolk is poiſed by two ligaments, which are 
always viſible at the aperture of the egg, 
and faſten it on each fide to the common 
membrane that is glewed to the ſhell : 
| ſhould one draw a. line from one ligament 
to the other, it would not exactly paſs 
through the middle of the yolk, but above 
the center, and would cut the yolk into 
two unequal parts; ſo that the ſmaller part 
of the egg is of neceſſity raiſed towards the 
belly of the Bird that performs the incu- 
bation; and the other part being more 
groſs and weighty, always deſcends as near 
to the bottom as the bands will permit: 
by which means, ſhould the egg be dif- 
placed, the young could not receive any 
injury; and whatever may happen, it en- 
Joys a warmth that puts all about it in 
action, and by degrees compleats the dif- 
engagement of its parts. As it is incapable 
4 : of 
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of ſliding down, it nouriſhes itſelf in eaſe; 

_ firſt with this liquid and delicate white, 
which is adapted to its condition, and after- 
wards with the yolk, which affords a mor 
ſubſtantial food; and when its bill is har: 
dened, and he begins to be uneaſy at his 
confinement, he endeavours to break the 
ſhell, and does ſo in effect; after which he 
iſſues out with his belly covered with the 


yolk that nouriſhes him a little longer, till 


the parents themſelves ſupply him 
It is the opinion, of moſt, and that not 

without great probability, that all the eggs 
a hen will ever lay, are contained 'in this 


above-mentioned vitellary or cluſter ; and 


that. as ſoon as this number is exhauſted, 
ſhe will become barren. Some people 


therefore, to abuſe mankind, and-vend an 


_ uſeleſs Bird, will oil the vent of a barren 
hen, and force an egg into it, to make you 
believe ſhe is not barren. If you happen 
therefore to be thus impoſed; upon, that 
vou may not loſe the ſeaſons of breeding, 
by keeping ſuch a hen matched to a good. 
cock, we chalt give a method to prove 


Ca whether 


20 The Leu of Pian. 
whether the be barren or not. When the 
cock drives her hard to neſt, git her a 


pair of. eggs, and let her hatch ther and! 


bring them up. Purſue this methed for 
two or thuee pairs, if you value her; and, 
if ſhe be not barren,” 8 and croſs-match- 
ing her, that is, pairing her ts another 
cock, will effectually bring her to lay. 
Pigeons, though they will make a great 
inereaſe in a year, yet it 18 not Hom 
the number of eggs they Tay at ont time, 
for they lay but two And then immedi- 
ately proceed to incübatien; but from 
the frequency of che repeated hatchings, 
which generally happen onde in five or f 
weeks, according as they are good er bad 
breeders. When a Pigeon has laid her feſt | 
egg, the reſts one day between, and on tlie 
| ſucceeding day lays her ſecond: they ge- 
nerally ſtand over the firſt egg, which, if 
yo pleaſe, you may call an improper in- 
7 cubatien; til the next is laid, and then fit 
cloſe, that boch young ons maybe Hate ed 
-at once, nun —__ 4: a Tote 
bog 8 Vorl II 


A 
* x 2 +48 * * 


. B _ t * - 


agcount in it. 


The generation of Pigeons.” 2 


| will Gt clofe on the;farit,. and by that means, 


hatch one young oute ne —— before the 


, other. 3 11418 by 761 1s "#7 


The time of a Rene 8. „ 


which trouble is equally divided between 
the cock and hen, except that the hen al- 


A dts all night, is nineteen. or twenty 
days from the ; fixft. Egg» and ſeventeen or 
eighteen from the laſt; at which time you 
ought to obſerve whether the eggs are 
dae. or not, for two ſpecial reaſons. ; 
Firſt, becauſe the young ones, for want 


of a due heat, which often happens if the 


old gnes don't ſit cloſe, may want ſtrength 
to extricate themſelves out of the ſhell, and 
fo die in it for want of air and proper ſuſ- 
tenance: whenever therefore an affair of 
this nature happens, if the egg be chip'd 
or crack'd with the force of the young one: 
break the ſhell all round with your nail, 
or the head of a hin. and you will Ind your 
Secandly, iT. your 3 Gan not 4 * 
becauſe: their eggs are addle, or otherwiſe, 
you ſhould give them a pair, or at leaſt one 
| C 3 young 


22 The generation Pigeont. 
young one, to feed off their ſoft meat, 
Which otherwiſe wonld be apt to make 
them ſick, and they will lay again too ſoon, 
which weakens them much. L 

- Having often mentioned ſoft meat, 
may not be amiſs to deſcribe what it is. 

Soft meat then is x kind of liquid pap, = 
prepared as it were by inſtinẽt by the pa» . 
rents, by a diſſolution of the hard grains in 
their craw, againſt the time of the fœtus 
being firſt diſcloſed, when weak, naked, 5 
and helpleſs; this they throw up out of 
their craw, taking the beak of their young 
ones in their own, and by this means in- 
4 jecting it into theirs: with this meat they 
continue feeding them for fix or feven days, 
when they begin to mix ſome harder food 
amongſt it, till at length they Tree them 
With all whole grad: 252+ 

We ſhall conclude this head, whh men- 
tioning the dalliances made ufe of by thig 
Bird before coition, they being in a man- 
ner endearing, and peculiar only to them. 
The cock, when ſalacious, will, by a 
voice at that time peculiarly harmonious, 
. „„ 1 5 and 
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and by ſeveral pretty and engaging geſtures, 
woo the female, and endeavour to incline 
her to his embraces :- ſhe, if conſenting, 
will ſoon ſhew it by her motions, as ſweep- 
Ing her tail, ſpreading her wings, and nod- 
ding her head; from hence they proceed to 
billing, in which action the hen will put 
her beak into the cock's, who ſeems to feed 
her; after this ſhe will ſquat, and readily 
receive his tread, by which ſhe is rendered 
prolific : they will then ſeek out a neſt, or 
convenient place, to depoſit their eggs, 
into which they will carry ſuch materials 

as they find Proper | for theix uſe. 
When a, hen is near the time of her 
laying, her mate will pur ye- her from place 

to place, not ſuffering her to be quiet in 
any place but her neſt, out of a peculiar 
inſtinct. I ſuppoſe, fearing his offspring 
ſhould be loſt by her dropping her egg in 
ſome place improper for incubation. And 
Here it may be mentioned, that ſome cocks 
are ſo very hot, that they won't, at ſuch 
time, ſcarcely ſuffer a hen to eat; and that 
will render her weak, and often make her 


C * lay 
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lay a thin-ſhell'd or imperfe&t egg. To 
Len this. inconvenience, the beſt way is 

to take the cock from her, till the egg be | 
come to a greater perfection in the uterus. 
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Kals to diſtinguiſh a Cock from a Hen. 


IRS-T, The hen has generally a 
ſhorter breaſt-bone than the cock. 

Secondly, Her vent, and the os ſacrum, 
or bone near the Kh * more DT than 
in the cock. 2 . 8 

Thirdly, Her head 42 * thin 
ner; and the di a look 80 bade as the 
cock. 

"FP ourthly, Her 00 * Wm. and not 
near ſo loud and maſculine as the cock's; 
beſides the cock frequently makes a half 
round in his playing, which the hen does 
not; though a merry rank hen will ſome- 
times ſhew and play almoſt like a cock, 
and, if very ſalacious, will ſometimes tread 
another Pigeon. | 
Fifthly and laſtly, In young Pigeons, 


chat which ſqueaks longeſt in the neſt is 
generally 


26 Rules to diſtinguiſb a tock from a hen. 

generally reputed a hen; and where there 
are two in a neſt, the largeſt is | thought « to 
be the cock. %% © es RT OW: 


+ 4s 37 : . 5 5 
Ws wht - * * - o 2 'P N $ 
* . - 8 e « * * - # 
a 
« 
: 
0 
= * 
— 
* 
* 
p 4 
— 
* 
CY * 


* 
a. 
Ul 
= 
l 
* 
- * 
„ 
— 
> - 
bo 
4 
| . 
* 
4 
x 1 * 4. K 
* * « 
* 
4 


639 2 
| * * 
3 
* * * 
. 3 
"es ; g 
* . £ 
7 E. 2 . 5 
| l 
- 
| | Heir 
* . ® 4 . 
-. 
; <& 


—_— ————— 2a a= 


Their Diet. 


1 N the next place we treat of their diet, 
or the food proper for Pigeons. The 
Pi geon is a granivorous bird, and may be | 
fed with various ſorts of grains, as tares, 
horſe beans, peaſe, wheat, barley, hemp- 
ſeed, or rape and canary ; of each of which 
in their order. Though the late grand 
duke of Tuſcany, who was a very great 
Fancier, uſed to feed them with the ſtones 
of grapes, which in that country are very 
plentiful, and call them together by ring- 
ing a bell. Of all grains, tares are found 
to be moſt adapted to theſe Birds; and old 
tares are by much the beſt, for the new are 

very apt to ſet your Pigeons into a ſcouring, 
eſpecially the young ones; the ſame will 
likewiſe happen from old tares, if they 
have by any means been touched or im- 
mecdſed in falt or ſea water: for though Pi- 


geons 


28 Their diet. 
geons love falt, yet too much is very per- 
nicious ; for inſtance, if in a voyage you 


give them ſalt water inſtead of freſh, vo 
wilt ſoon kill chem. | 
Horſe-beans are the next food to tares, 

but you muſt take care to get them as ſmall 
as poſſible. There is a ſort which they call 
French ticks, which are good food, and 
ſomewhat cheaper than tares, but liable to 
two inconveniencies ; Firſt, they are much 
harder of digeſtion, and conſequently, will 
not ſo readily make ſoft meat for the young 
ones. Secondly, your Pigeons are ſome- 
times apt to be choaked with them, eſpe- 
cially young ones, and ſuch whoſe 22 
Pbagus or gullet is any ways inclinable to 
be ſmall, as in moſt long-necked Pigeons 
it is. Mr. Moore ſays, I had a carrier the 
other day, which fell down off my houſe 
into the yard, and when it was taken up. 
(I not being at home) it gaped, as I was 
informed, as if for want of breath, and 
died in a few minutes; it was very fat, 
and ſeemingly in good health: I opened 
it, to ſee if I could find any cauſe from 

within, * 


within, but all its internals ſeemed per- 
fectly ſound and in good order; at laſt, 
examining more ſtrictly, I- found a horſe- 
bean, and that not a very large one, ſtick- 
ing in the lower part of the gullet, which, 
with ſome little difficulty, I pulled out; 
and this, I verily believe, was the only 
cauſe of its death. 

. Peaſe, wheat, ad barley are apt to ſcour 
your Pigeons too much; therefore you 
ought to give them veiy tale. if any, of 
this ſort. of food. 

There is a ſort of et, called Scotch 
meat, Wlüch is peale, beans, ind tares 
mixed together ; ſome pe 0 ple feed their 
Pigeons witch this, becauſe. cheap; but 
the beans are generally apt to be too 
large. 

Hemp-ſeed, and rape and canary are 
food that Pigeons are very fond of, but 


by no means ought to be made their con- 
oſtant diet. 


N. B. Even French tk: beans are not 


| proper for Dutch croppers, or any large 
crop'd , 
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— 8 "Lady becauſe they are apt to 
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B EIN G thus entered on the head of 
diet, it neceſſarily leads us to conſider 
a certain uſeful compoſition called by the 
fanciers a ſalt cat, ſo named, I ſuppoſe, from 
a certain fabulous oral tradition of baking 
a cat, in the time of her ſalaciouſneſs, with 
cummin- ſeed, and ſome other ingredients, 
as a decoy for your neighbour's Pigeons : 
this, though handed down by ſome authors 
as the only method for this purpoſe, is ge- 
nerally laughed at by the gentlemen of the 
fancy, and never practiſed. 
The right falt cat therefore is, or ought 
't be, thus made : Take gravel or drift- 
ſand, loom, ſuch as the brick-makers uſe, 
and the rubbiſh of an old wall, or for want 
of this a leſs quantity of lime, let there 
be a gallon of each; add to theſe a pound 
of cummin-ſced, a handful of bay-falt or 
falt- 


32 The falt cat. 
ſalt- petre, and beat them up all together 
into a kind of mortar, mixit them with 
ale urine, and your Pigeons will take great 
delight in it. 
The gravel or ſand helps to Home their 
craws, and is of great ſervice to digeſtion. | 
The loom being of an unctuous, oily 
nature, is a very great aſſiſtance to them i in 
the diſcharge of their ſoft meat, or other 
meat, hen they are feeding young ones, 
The lime or rubbiſh helps to harden the 
ſhell of their egg and you will find by 
experience, "that when with egg they! are 
prodigioufly fond of lime, and will have it 
ſome way or other, if poſſible. By this 
means therefore you keep them from peck- 
the mortar off your own, or your 
nechbour 8. "houſes, though the, damage 
from thence accruipg cannot but be very 
trifling ; for the e length of their beak, 
and farther they cannot go, cannot reach 
far enough to looſen = tile that 1 is natu- 
rally firm. | | 
The ſalt arid urine is a great provocative 
to drink.” 5 12 this is no {mall ſervice. to 
your 


| 27350 Salt Car. ; 13 33 
your en which ; are of a LT hot na- 


Mie e hi; has CY Ring 


ſmell, in which Pigeons delight, will Mi 


your own . Pigeons at home, and allure 
others that are ſtraying about, and at a 
| boſs where to fix upon a habitation. _. 
The beſt way is to put your falt cat in 
8 with holes in the ſides for them to 
peck it out, and a cork at top to prevent 
their dunging on it, and to keep off the 
min. or any other ontitiginaies if . 
to the weather. d 
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Diftempers 'of Nig eau. 

WE come now 9 treat af the ſeverel 
,* - diſtempers incident to birds of his 
kind, apd tp preſcthe the yariquy remedion 
. The firſt giſeaſe therefore that ue 
{hall take notice gf is, the: corruption of 
the egg in the uterus; this generally pro- 

ceeds from an unmatched hen's being over 

falacious, by reaſon of high feeding, or 
ſome other cauſe, who will often without 
the coition of the male gender eggs, 
dut ſeldom without his concurrence either 
perfect them, or bring them forth, ſo that 
they will corrupt in the womb; the only 
remedy for this is to put her to a cock in 
ame: | | Fs ? 


+ 


2. The wet roop next falls under our 


_ conſideration, and in this caſe, once in 


-two or three days, give them three or four 
. pepper 


1 . 


MEPs at moſt, and put a handful of 

1 2 in ttleir Wiler; 5 you may let all 

your. Hong. drinle A it, for it is very 
Healthful. - 

+ The ary roop, Which you ; generally 

ſtinguiſh By : a boy cough, and I am 


ey day three or four cloves of garlick. 
4. The next diſtemper that falls under 


our copies 1s; the ( ker, v ich pro- 


Uy from the cocks fighting 1 
pecking each other; though ſome. people 
2 aſfured me mie, that giving > them water 
in a rin veſſel, wil like 
into this difeaſe. The method of . cure. is 
this; ; taks butnt abor a ont honey, 22 85 rub 


cure it: but if this 1. ns not 0 0 take 
effect, diflolve five gras of roman vitriol 
in half a ſp onful of wine vinegar, add, it 
to the former compoſition, and rub. the 
part affected. Somẽ peo ple will take off 


the 1 and make it bleed, before they 
D 2 | | apply 


. 
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apt to believe | proceeds from a, cold, to. 
_ Which they: are very liable, eſpeciallp in 1 
ee” tine; to cure, this, give chem 


6 throw | them 


7 4 


36 Diftempers of Pigeon, 
; apply. the. remedy ; ; but I am apt to believe 
you will generally 0 it . enough ; 
without. ws | 
| "0 If the wattles, or fleſh yr the a 
eyes of the carrier, horſeman, or barb, are 
peckt and torn, waſh them firſt with ſtale 
urine. for ſeveral. days: : if this does not do, 
diffolye two rams of alom in an ounce 
and à Half of water, and v 7 the part 
Srleved; but if the caſe be very ſtubborn, 
mix twenty grains. of red precipitate with 
half an punce o honey, anoint the part 
| therewith, and it will cena effect the 
cure. SH 2 Y | 
T6 Pigeons, "ehpecially in. 7 * * 
ſeaſon, are apt to be troubled with ſmall 
inſects, which the fa ancyers term lice; in 
his Ge; ſmoak e feathers well with 5 
the fnoak of tobaceo,, and. it will infalli | 
bly Ein theni. 1 e = 
7. There i is another = of ' ſmall, 3 
which are very troubleſome, and will often 
kill yout young ones in the neſt, by creep- 
ing into their ears, &c. eſpecially: when 
firſt hatcht, and always F their rhri⸗ 7 


ving 3 


- 
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vings 3 to hinder this, ſtrew tobacco duſt 


in the neſt, and over your young Pigeons, 


and it will deſtroy theſe vermin, which are 


called Pigeons bugs by ſome, and by Conn” 


| the blacks. 


hy: Another diſeaſe to which they are 
ſubject is gizzard-fallen, that is, the giz- 


ard falls down to the vent. The gen- 


tlemen of the fancy ſay it proceeds from 
weakneſs, though. I rather believe it is 


cauſed by feeding with too much hemp- 
| ſed. I know no cure for this malady, 


unleſs nature herſelf works one, which it 
ſometimes will in young Pigeons. . 
9. The next diſtemper 3 is what the fancy 


calls navel-fallen ; in this caſe, there is a 


kind of a bag hanging down near the 


vent. This malady is generally deſperate ; 


and if giving them clary, or ſome other 


ſtrengthening | things won t cure them, * 


| know nothin 8 that will. 


10. Pigeons are liable to de P rd. 


as the fancy call it. This diſtemper pro- 
ceeds either from a natural innate weak- 
9, "I Dy 1 den 


1 2 


1 
= 
- _ 
14 — 1 
— 5 2 n 4 — Os . "290 _ X — 
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put f 1em in an open baſket or coop. chr 
them but a little. meat at a time, o 


neſs, or from a 1 8 boa 8 wo falacious, , 
and treading h his hen too often ; 3 | know no ,- 
cure for it, except flying i =, Youn *h: 
Pigeons and carriers 854 moſt {i 5 
eſpecially if not flown. 


11, Some .Pigeons, as: Sphere, 1 


powters, are apt to gorge enen 3 that 


is, when they have b been tog long from, 
grain, they will eat 0 much that they can: 
not digeſt it; but it will, lie and corrupt, 


in the crop, and kill the Pigeon: If this. 


therefore at any. tim. 2 hap Fg. ſs 5 1 


following met! 


Put them in a rait Rocking, wy thats. 
feet downward, ſtroaking up the crop, that 
the bag which, contains the meat may not 
hang down ; "1 then hang the ſtocking, upon, 


a nail, keeping them in this manner till, 


they have digeſted their food, only, not for- 
getting to give them now, and then a little 


water, and it will often cure them; but. 


when you take them out. of the ſtocking, 


they will be apt to 8 % again. 


"+ 


83 
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If this does not effect the cure, you may 
ai the crop from the bottom with a pen- 
Enife, or ſharp pair of ſciflars, take out 
the cortupted meat, waſh the crop, and 
then ſew it up again. This method has. 
been practiſed with ſome ſucceſs, though. 
the crop will not be fo round as before. 
Others will tye that part of the crop, 
in which the undigeſted meat lies, tight 
round with a ſtring, and let it rot off. 

This method never fails, Gough it oe 
the ſhape of the crop, _ 

12. The next and moſt fatal ane e 
incident to this kind of birds is the vertigo, 
or (as generally ſtyled by the fancy) the 

megrims; in this diſeaſe the Pigeon re- 
verts or turns its head, in ſuch a manner, 
that the beak will lie on its back, and will 
flutter and fly about at random. This di- 
Kemper is uſually reckoned incurable, ' and 

indeed it too often proves ſo; though I 

once had A turbit, of the owl kind, taken 
with it in a violent manner: ſome gentle- 
men ſeeing it, adviſed me to pull the head 
off, I told them I would firſt try if I could 

D 4 not 


xx D. hr: of Pigeons, - 2 
not cure it, which they aſſerted to be im- 
poſſible: however I took about a quarter of 
a pint of water, an ounce and a half of ſpi- 
rit of lavender, one drachm of fpirit of 
fal armoniac | diſtilled with quick lime; 
theſe I mingled all together; then I taſted. 
it, and found it too ſtrong for the bird, 
and therefore added a little more water ; 
I believe in three or four hours I poured. 
down it's throat, at three or four times, a 

| ſpoonful and a half of this mixture, for I 
had rather it ſhould die, than live in that 
condition; at laſt it began to diſcharge a 
white ſlimy ſubſtance upwards and down- 
wards, but did not care to feed that day; 
the next day I found it better, though ſtill 
it would hold its head on one ſide, or 
awry : this medicine I gave it every third 
or fourth day, ſtill leſſening the quantity; 
I gave it garlick the days betwixt, and 
ſometimcs two or three pepper corns, till 
perfectly recovered : I am not certain whe- 
ther this Pigeon ever bred afterwards or 
not. VVV 5 e 


| Diftempers of Pigeons. 41 
. x3. I your Pigeons do not molt off 
Findiy, or ſtop in their molting, ſo that 
5 they don't throw their feathers well, it is 
a certain ſign of an ill ftate of health: to. 
remedy this, the following method wil be 
af much uſe. 1 
Pluck their tail-ſeathers out, and put 
| than up in ſome warm -place, allowing 
them a larger portion of hemp-ſeed with 
their ordinary food; a little ſaffron; or clary, 
ſteeped in their water, is likewiſe very be- 
neficial: ſome will give them elder-berries 
or .cochineal for this purpoſe. 
14. Your Pigeons likewile, eſpecially i in 
alien will be ſubject to ſcouring, - 
Which keeps them very poor, low, and out 
of fleſh: to cure this give them pump- 
water with a lump of chalk in it; or yo. 
about the quantity of two horſe-beans do n 
their throats every day; ; if that don't effect 
the defired end, give them ſome. ſmith's s 
forge· water down their throats, which is | 
very binding. A'gentleman told me, that 
having been informed that gravel was good - 
for his Pigeons, he gave them ſome of the 


„ Dibmpwoof rev. 
geit tliat is left in the trougl under a grin- 
die tone.” where: they ground edge- tools, 
and it Bound them ſo much that it killed 
moſt of them; a little of this may romp 
fre be good in caſe of ſcouring. - 
15. There is another diſtemper which is 1 
calledꝭ the ſmall- ox, in which there riſe 
on' their: leps;- wings and body, eruptions 
or: puſtules · full of a yellow matter: ſome/ 
open them and apply burnt alom and ho- 
; _ Heyy or toueh them with roman vitriol, and” 
it will; cure them. | 
16. When your Pigrons ate ck; lows | 
ering, or hanging their wings, give them 
evoryi day a ſpider: or two, wrapt up in 
butter; mean ne, truft them let them 4 
flyz 
7 Pigeons will be ſometimes 55 -r 
the ball-of their foot ſwelled, either through 
cold, or the prick of a nail: in this caſe, 
ſpread ſome Venice turpentine on brown 
paper, apply it to the part, leave it there 
till well, which it will be in a very few?” 


= ® 


18. The 


| 
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1 
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N def, arilngy p ta — 5 
legs: this man he eithegrapteatiion on- 1 
ed, and after having taken out 8 79 

waſh it with alom water. | 

19. The bone- wen is an offificated tu- . 

mor, ariſing upon the joints as before: 

this is ſeldom or never cured; and the 
Pigeon that is affected with it will never 
breed. Some pretend to cure it by a com 

poſition of quick lin e and ſblack ſoap; ; but 

if you make it too ſttongi or let it lie on 

too long, it will take off theleg, or other 

part it is applied to, for it i is a cauftick. 

20. The laſt diſtemper I ſhall take no- 

| tice of is a core, ſo called becauſe it reſem- 
bles the core of an apple; it is hard, and 
generally of a yellowiſh colour intermixed 
with red, and is uſually found in the anus 
or vent. This, when ripe, may be forced 
or drawn out; and in order to ripen” it 
and keep them looſe, give your Pigeon ſo 
affected a purge of tobacco; a very ſmall 
N is ſufficient : : I have known this 
| make 
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Haun G thus inſtructed you how to 
* breed, preſerve, and cure your Pigeons, 
we ſhall next ſhew their uſefulneſs i in human 
life. 
It is a bird well known to be much uſed 
by way of food; and here I ſhall give vou 
the remarks of one or two authors upon 
this head. Mr. Lemery in his treatiſe of 
foods, after having ' adviſed to the choice 
of young Pigeons that are tender, fleſhy, 
and well fed, proceeds thus, They are 
« nouriſhing, ſomewhat binding, ſtrength- 
* ening, and provoke' urine : they are 
« looked upon to be mer for cleanfing the 


« reins, and to expel the "WY matters 
«© that ſtick there. 


- « As a Pigeon grows ad, 10 prop 
% onably does its fleſh become dryer _ 
40 more ſolid, harder of digeſtion, and ſo 

e 


46 ent Ge. 1 
4 fit to produce groſs : and melancholy. hu- 
« mours; and hence it is that ſome au- 

« thors have condemned the uſe of Pige 


4 ons, and look upon chem to be bad 92 


4c food. 125 | 
4 They agree a. all t times e any age 
and canſtitation z but thoſe that are me 
* lancholy ought to make uſe: of them 
& more moderately than other perſons.” . 
Dr. Salmon in his Seplaſium, or Engliſh 
Phyſician, which, I look upon as the beſt 
book he ever wrote; ſays; ** The. fleſh is 
« not o naſy of digeſtion. as that of chic 
« hens... Aathors ſay, that eating of their 
40h is prolable nd the: pers 
4 inſdmuch, that they who make it their 
_ 4 conſtanbor ordinary food are ſeldom ſeized 
% with peſtilential diſtempers. Others come 
«© mend-it againſt the Pally and Trembling, 
Others ſay, it is of great uſe and advan- 
t tage to them that are dim-ſighted. The 
« fleſh of young Pigeons is reſtorative, and 
. of good uſe to cure ſuch as are in con- 
« ſumptions, and to recruit the ſtrength 
« of ſuch as are getting up, or newly re- 
46 covered. from ſome great ſickneſs : it is 
" * indeed 


„ — by 
indeed ſavory and goof toad, and mot 
« much inferior to the moſt eſtoemed. 

4 The mus of a Jive Pigeon applicd to 

tc the biting of a ſerpent, viper, or rattle- 

s ſnake, draws away the poiſon, and cures 

| « the ſick, g renewed as often as the 

6 Pigenn dies. Applied to the ſoles o 

e the feet in a fever, it draws away the 

te fever; and helps the megrims or head- 

d ach; Cut up alive and applied to the 

4 place pained, caſes tho pain, and draws 

* r waligniny, if any by 5 foe ah 

<; vital ſpirits yet remaining in che het 

«, fleſh and blood, do inſinuate themfetyes 

. 3 the ow of hs: in into the 


«404 5 to ann . kb it writh 
new Jife and vigor. Poteſtates made 
<, of the fleſh, admirably. cure oonſudsp- | 
«tions, and reſtore waſted fleſh, -' 
% The blood put warm into che eyes 
“ allays pain, cures _ 21 as * yu. 
„, wounds. e 

% g of the blood: J, honey 31), Win 
28 «fog candy 353 rind them together till 
| 66; <<. they 


* - 


gf Their Uſeful. 
« they ate well mixed, for the purpoſes 
« aforeſaid; as alſo againſt ſuffuſions, blood - 
4 ſhots, and other ee and weak : 
<<" neſſes of the eyes. = FE 
* The coats of the ſtomach. 5 of BAY 
« powdered JJ. opium in fine powder 4 
« grains, catechu in fine powder dij; mix 
l Doſe 12 or 13 . w_ . 
t night. at going to bed. 2 85 
The doctor has left us in the dark Abet : 
diſtemper this medicine is deſigned to eure; 
but I am apt to believe it ĩs for a diarrhœa; 
yet I cannot ſee of what uſe the coats of 
Pigeons ſtomach can be, unleſs from their 
diuretick quality, - 
„ The feathers. . KB: of the aſhes WF | 
- 6 x 6, ſanguis draconis, fine bole, ſheep's 
c blood dried, fine.aloes ana gi ; mix them. 
« It ſtops EY in . W TP ; 
cc 3 2 


H- VING 25 ſhewn you ſomething 
of the uſefulneſs of this Bird, both in 
food and phyſiek, I cannot omit fayin g 
| Something of its moſt excrementitious part. 
The dung therefore of Pigeons chal- 
lengeth. the priority, not only of the dung 
of fowls, but of all other creatures what- 
ſoever, on the account of its uſefulneſs in 
human life. 
Its benefit in apticultite is fowel known 
to ſome farmers, that Plat gives an account 
of thoſe that hav® fetched it ſixteen miles, 
and given a load of coals in lieu- oft : 
| where he obſerves, that in the place it was 
fetched from it would have done more hurt 
than good; whereas here it was carried, 
it did as much good as double the charges ; 
: in the one ſoil it cured the barrenneſs, 
E whereas 


50 Weis dung. 
whereas in the other it would have poiſoned 
the; fertility. e, e e e e r 4 


I 2 8 0f a very . nature, Sow:the m- | 
trous quality wherewith it is endued, and 

therefore it is very excellent ſoil for a cold, 

moiſt-natured ground. It is generally uſed 
for wheat and barley that lie afar off, and 
not eaſily to be helped. One load of it is 
worth ten loads of other dung, and will 
g as far i in manuring of land: it is gene- 
rally ſown after the ſame manner as the 


E. 


grain, and harrowed in with it. 


2 


It is likewiſe extraordinary good foil for . 
a hop- garden. | 8 


Tanners make uſe of it in ee che | 
upper leathers ; and if you pick and ſift it, 
will give you eight pence a buſhel for it, 
provided you ſend it home to their own 
houſes: ſo that this article, and the young 
ſquabs, will nearly, if not quite, maintain 
your Pigeons in food, provided you buy it 
at the beſt hand, and take care to r 
them clean. Pts N 


Dr. Salmon, in his treatiſe before men- 
„ 7 | tioned, 


Their ding” : 51 


tiohed, gives us the following account of 


its uſefulneſs in medicine: 

een ſays he, of Shinn uſe in ca- 
1 plans, or plaiſters which rubify and 
* draw ſtrongly. Beaten, ſifted, and mixed 
* with water-creſs ſeeds, ' it is good againſt 
„ chronick' diſeaſes; ſuch as the gout, me- 


4 orim, vertigo, cephalza, pains in the fide, 


*« cholick, apoplexies, lethargies, &c. 
After this he gives us ſeveral recipes, 
in which the dung of Pigeons is a main 
ingredicnt ; = 5 

e ON whe dung in quite ziiij, 
2 e. meal or flour 3 iij, vinegar q. ſ. 


mix them, to make a cataplaſm againſt 


Gf ſerophulous and other like hard tumours, 
2 R. Of the powder of the dung 35. 
40 a Pease greaſe z iiij, pepper in powder zj, 
oil of cummin- ſeed 33; mix them for 
an ointment againſt baldneſs. 


3 B. Of the dung in powder zlij, 


a black ſoap ziij, oil of ambet-3j, mithri- 


te date 3 ij; mix them 58 eee to 
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1 Their dung. 
4 . Of the powder of the dung 31: 

powder of winter cherries 3 .gromwell; 
I ſed 31:3 mix them, and make; a, pow- 
der. againſt the, ſtone. Doſe, from, ow 
1 to 31. 85 

This dung is. uſed Shade in tate: 
beds, and is of very. great advantage in the 
nouriſhing and prod of it; and till 
the days of Oliver Cromwell, we had no 
falt-petre brought from abroad, but it was 
made at home from a mixture ef Pigeons 
dung, fowls dung, hogs dung, fat i 
and lime, which with another in gredient, 
will form falt-petre, only it muſt be kept 
covered with a ſhed, to Prevent. or keep off 
the rain, that it may only mix With the 
nitrous quality of the air; and therefore, 
when this commodity. i is very dear, as ĩt has 
often been, and may be again, the ſalt- 
petre men produce it after this manner to 
this very day, by throwing in the ſcum, 
or refuſe of their ſalt · petre, amongſt it. 
Having ſhewn the various uſes, even of 
the moſt diſeſteemed and excrementitious 
5 ue we ſhall conclude this head with the 
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following ſtory out of Tavernier, in the 
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ho of on, « As Fin their 1 Pi- 
„ geons, they fly wild about the country, 
but only ſome Which they keep tame in 


. the city 2 to decoy the reſt, which is a ſport 


the Perſians uſe in hot weather as well 
OY cold. Now in tegard the Chriſtians 
tie are not permitted $0 keep theſe Pigeons, 
66, ſome af the vulgar ſort will turn Ma- 
« -hometans to have that liberty. There 
t are :gboye three thouſand Pigeon ·houſes 
t in Iſpahan, for every man may build a 
< pigeon-houſe upon his own farm, which 
% yet is very rarely done. All the other 
4 pigeon-houſes belong to the king, who 
% draws a greater revenue from the dung 
« than from the Pigeons which dung, 
4 as they e ie, ſerves to dak en 
a on! — 


Abd now we e to defiride the 


1 ſpecies, beginning with the and 


tumbler. 
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\'H 118 beautiful and very valuable ſpe- 

cies werevriginally produced from the 
common tumblers, being properly matched 
ſo as to intermix the feather, viz. blacks, 
- black-grifles, black- ſplaſh'd, yellows, whites, 
duns, &c, and are always attainable if you 
are endowed with patience ſufficient for 
the tedious proceſs, which requires a length 
of time; but ſhould imagine no gentleman 
vould take that trouble, as they can now 
be had without. They are commonly called 
and known by the name of almond tum- 
blers; but why, or with what propriety 
they are ſo called, 1 acknowledge myſelf 
intirely at a loſs to explain, nor could I ever 
find any perſon, even amongſt the oldeſt 
fanciers, that could any way, with the 
leaſt degree of reaſon, account for it. 


Ie 


The Almond Tumbler. 85 


It is a very ſmall, Pigeon, with a ſhort 
body, ſhort legs, a full cheſt, a thin neck, 
a very ſhort and ſpindle heak, and a round 
button head, and the iris of the eye 2 
bright pearl colour; and when in perfec- 
tion is perhaps as great, if not the greateſt 
curioſity in the whole fancy of Pigeons ; 
and would take up a ſmall volume to ex- 
patiate an and enter ſuch a deſcription as it 
would admit of, and really deſerves; but 


as our plan will not permit us to extend 
nn work, we ſhall therefore limit it to as 
ſhort an account as we poſſibly can, ſo as 
not to conceal any material point. 
Theſe then are the ſort that are at this 
time in ſuch great eſteem ; and though 
former fanciers have given the name of 
king of Pigeons to the carrier, I am of 
opinion, (as well as many others) that the 
title of king of Pigeons would, better be- 
come, and might, with greater proprietys 
be conferred on the almond tumbler, on 
account of! its e 9 — ee worth, 
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35 Alma Tun. 


bes 4 months) and thoſe vety far from 
capital ones. They certainly excesd every 
ae fancy in the feathered tribe, from 
that ring diverfity in their plumage, 
| though it muſt be confeſſed they labour 
under the greateſt difadvaritage in not hav- 
ing their perfe&ions and Properties pro- 
petly undetſtood by Pigeon fanciers in ge. 
neral, for it requires a very nice judgmert 
to form any kind of true knowledge of 
them; and amongſt the whole circle of 
my acquaintance, there are but' very few 
that may be ſaid to underſtand them: but 
to return; every time they moult their 
feathers, they increaſe in beauty for ſome 
years, and when 1 in decline of life they a as 
gradually decreaſe, till they become ſome- 
times a mottled, ſplaſhed, or whole colour. 
T have had ſome 0 remarkably beautiful i mM. 
feather, that their flight, tail, back and 
rump Have reſerhbled a bed of the fineſt 
and beſt broken tulips that can be ima- 
gined, or a piece of the beſt and moſt high 
poliſhed toftoiſe-ſhell, for the more they 
6 | variegated, particularly in the flight 
and 


and tail, est the my be yellow) 
the more they are eſteemed ; the prefe- 
rence being mk to thoſe of a rich bright 
yellow ground, it, being a colour the 80 
difficult to attain, for it is well known you 


may breed twenty light grounded ones for 


one . deep ground, and the light grounded 
ones are, generally if peaking, i. not aeg 
deficient in yellow, "both i in the flight and 
tail, which muſt of courſe reduce the value 
of the Bird; though a tail with good black 


in it muſt not be deſpiſed. The back, 


| breaſt, and rump ſhould be likewiſe varie- 


gated, to be compleat in feather, and not 


bare d on the flight, I have had ſome i in 
| my colle&ion that have had few feathers 
in them but what have contained the three 
colours that conſtitute the almond or er- 
mine, viz. black, white, and yellow, va- 
riouſly and richly interſperſed ; and have 


converſed with many- gentlemen of this 


fancy, who ſaid, that after brerding them 
a conſiderable time, and rejecting thoſe 
that ran from the feather, and judiciouſſy 
matching the good coloured ones together, 
(for 
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f (for that requires 1 — haye 
brought them to ſuch great perfection, 
that they ſhould have been ſurprized to have 
bred any other than almonds. Though 
tis certainly a good method ſometimes to 
Thatch' a black-grizzle, or ſplaſhed, or a 
yellow, with an almond, to ſtrengthen the 
colours, and thereby ſecure a good foun- 
dation. I have obſerved, that a black one 
bred from almonds, generally runs better 
in the head and beak than the almonds 
| Wem, and the flight and tail are 
oftentimes tinged ſtron gly with yellow. 
Such an one, matched to an almond, is 
moſt likely to breed a good Bird. They 
will frequently breed a buff, or pale yellow, 
| which is very uſeful to match with ſuch as 
are too deep in colour, or what is termed 
too high grounded; and the leſs blue or 
aſh they are poſſeſſed of, the better, for 
ſometimes a tinge of thoſe colours will ap- 
pear even when they have been ſtaunch 
bred. There are likewiſe ſome that are 
called aſn- coloured almonds ; ; byt ſuch are 
held in no eſteem. 
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The Almond Tumbler. 59 
In ſhort, their beauty far ſurpaſſes all 


deſcription, an and nothing but the "MF can 
convey a juſt idea of them. 
The powter was formerly much 1 
as well as the carrier, and ſeemed at one 
time to engroſs the principal part of the 
fanciers ; but of late, numbers who were 
very ſtaunch in the powter fancy, have, 
with myſelf, relinquiſhed that, and become 


fond of the almond tumbler, and I make 


no doubt but many more will ſoon be tired, 


and follow our example; for when we con 
ſider the trouble that attends the breeding 
and 1 aiſing of young powters, (excluſive 
of the extra expence) compared With 


that of the almond tumbler, it is not in 
the leaſt to be wondered at, for the powter 
requires. an infinite. deal of attendance, it 


being neceſſary to keep them ſeparately all 


the winter ſeaſon, that is to ſay, every 


ſingle Bird, cocks as well as hens, in a 


ſeparate pen or coop, each of which muſt 


»The powter is introduced in this place, purpoſely to 
| ſhew the difference of trouble, time, and- inconvenience 
between them and almond tumblers, | 


be | 
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be firrnithed ey meat and ihe,” and 
would be lofty and ſpacious as before men- 
tioned, otherwife they would contract an 
kbit of ftooping, which is an Impetfection, 
and ſhould by all means be prevented; 
chen having (in the fpring) matched or 
paired tem, you muſt be provided with 
At leaſt two pairs of dragsons to every pair 
6f powters, for nurſes or feeders, I which 
miiſt de kept in a ſeparate loft from the 
—__ otherwiſe they would baſtardize, 
d ſpoil their breed. When the powter 
is laid her egg, it muſt be ſhifted under 
| 4 dragoon, that has likewiſe laid nearly 


About the ſame time, and that of the dra- 


Loon be placed under the power, ex- 
changing the one with the other, it being 
neceffaty the powter ſhould have an egg or 
eggs to fit on, to prevent her laying again 
too ſoori, Which would weaken, and in a 
a thott time kill her. Likewiſe the incon- 
venliency attending them when gorged, by 


A Powters are never ſuffered, by thoſe who are curious, 
to hatch their own eggs, they being bad feeders, and would 
often ſtarve their young ones. 


putting 


/ 


The Almond Tune, | 61 


putting them in a ſtocking, (as mentioned 
ae head of 5 if gorged 
with foods and if gorged with water, yy 


ED it out of their crops, which Fre | 


quently happens, eſpecially among the large 
cropped ones, and ſometimes occaſions the 
loſs of a valuable Bird, if x Proper care (and 
that in due time) be not taken. Again, 
ſhould a fancier begin with half a dozen 
pair of powfers, he would in a ſhort time 
be under. a neceſſity of purchaGng 1 more, OF 


, exchange (perhaps bis beſt Birds) for 5 


worſe, in order to croſs the ſtrain, ſor 
chonid be (as the term is) breed them in 


and in, which is matching father and 


daughter, or brother and ſiſter, or agy 
other way inceſtucuſiy together, the. bree 
would degenerate, and not be, worth 
pence ; whereas. the ſame  npmber_ af als 
mond tumblers would inevitabl y ſtock him 
fot life, for the breeding of tumblers in 
and in, would conſequently ;breed th 


and no attendanee while breed 
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ſmaller, which f is a perfection in them, 
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62 The Almond Tumbler. 

and water, and throw them a little firaw 5 j 
and do not (like the powter) require time 
to be laviſhed upon them, to make them 
familiar, for the powter ſhould be almoſt 
conſtantly attended, and talked to (during 
the winter ſeaſon) in a phraſe peculiar to 
that fancy, viz. hua, hua, ſtroaking them 
down the back, and clacking to them as to 
chickens, otherwiſe they would loſe their 
familiarity, which is one of their greateſt 
beauties, and is termed ſhewing, and would 
make the fineſt of them appear deſpicable ; 
which made a facetious gentleman of my 
acquaintance ſay, that powters were a fancy 
more particularly adapted to weavers, cob- 
lers, and the like kind of trades only, that 
worked in the ſame room where they were 
kept, that the owners might have an op- 
portunity of converſing with them, at the 
fame time they were earning their ſubfiſ- 
ſtance. Though I muſt allow of the pro- 
priety of the above obſervation, 1 can't 


9 


12 Ragerjencs/ coaches jug. ahat were rancblers 69/be tape 
Is ſeparate pens as the powters are, they would ſhew in the 
cons ana and be equally as familiar, as the powter. 


help 


The > 2} Woke: 1 63 
hel p thinking it rather ſevere than other- 
wiſe, for certainly every. gentleman has an 
undoubted right to pleaſe himſelf with the 
fancy he moſt delights i 1 | 
The above, and many other inconveni- 
encies too tedious to mention attending the 
powter, and no trouble at. all (compara- 
tively ſpeaking) attending the other, eaſily 
accounts for the preference given to- the 
almond tumbler, the perfections and im- 
perfections of which may be particularly 
ſeen at large in a kind of ſtandard, calcu- 


lated for the better judging of almond” 
tumblers, lately publiſned by ſome admi- 


rers of this fancy, elegantly engraved on 


: copper-plate, at the top of which is an 


almond tumbler, very finely executed from 
life, the outlines being inimitably well per- 
formed, and by much the beſt I ever ſaw, 
and at ſo reaſonable a Price as fix=pence, * 


*The Kandard not being publiſhed with any view 


| of pecuniary gain thereby, was the reaſon of its being 
fixed at the low price of ſix-pence, that the inferior fanciers 


might not be deprived of the knowledge of the perfeRtions 
and imperfe&ions, as ſettled therein, for they often breed 
good Birds, in order for ſale. 
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64 The Almond Tuntler. 

which may be had I imagine at moſt of the 

print-ſhops in town; the intention of 
| which was to enable the umpires to form 
à true judgment of the almond tumblers 
that are ſhewn for the prizes, at the Co- 
fumbarian ſociety. There was alſo a prize 
laft ſeaſon for black mottled | tumblers, 
whoſe properties ſhould agree with thoſe of 

the almond tumbler, except the feather, 

which ſhould be a black ground, the body 
mottled with, white, with a black tail and 
flight; and when they are in perfection, 
they are an exceſſive pretty fancy, and very 
valuable. There is likewiſe another very 
pretty fancy, equal at leaſt, if not ſuperior 
to the black-mottled, viz. the yellow- 
mottled tumbler, whoſe properties likewiſe 
agree with the almond tumbler, except the 
Feather, which ſhould be a yellow ground, 
me body mottled with white, and, a yellow 
flight and tail. Either of theſe two laft 
-mentioned fancies are extremely uſeful 
(provided they anſwer in their other pro- 


perties) to intermix oecaionally with the 
Amend. 
: 1 


| The Alnond Tumble, 65 
It may not be amiſs. before I conclude 
this head, to remark a diſtinction which 
the ſociety of Columbarians make between 
Pigeon- fanciers and Pigeon-keepers, viz. 
Such genflemen who keep good of the 
ſort, whether they are almond, black-mot- 
tled, or yellow-mottled tumblers, carriers, 
powters, horſemen, dragoons, Leghorn, or 
Spaniſh; runts, jacobines, barbs, turbits, 
owls, broad tail'd ſhakers, nuns, ſpots, 
trumpeters, &c. are ſtiled fanciers; on the 
contrary, thoſe who keep traſ are called 
Pigeon · keepers, of which left denomina- 
tion there e ee Sunder. It i 


that: any gentleman Il beſtow food upon 
ſuch as are not in reality worth the tares 
they devour, and can be accounted for no 
other way than by ſuppoſing ſuch gentle- 
men utterly unacquainted with the true 
properties and perfections of the ſeveral. 
ſpecies they entertain, which it muſt be 
confeſſed is rather an harſh ſu ppoſition, 
(except they breed for the ſpit only, and 
even . then their table might be as amply 
| 4 — : 


1 The Almond Tanbles. 


ſupplied by the better ſort) the expence of 
keeping either being equal in every reſpeck, 
the difference ariſing only in the purchaſe 
of one pair. Should any objection be made 
to the expence of the firſt purchaſe of the 
better ſort, I anſwer it is infinitely cheaper 
to beſtow four or five guineas on one pair 
of good Birds (which in a ſhort time would 
ſufiiciently ſtock a loft, and repay the pur- 
chaſe with great intereſt, powters and Leg- 
horn runts excepted, becauſe, as before 
obſerved, they muſt not be bred in and in) 
than to begin with bad ones at eighteen 
pence a pair, the value of which can never 
be enhanced. I hope I need not here apo- 
logize, or be thought-ill-natured by thoſe 
gentlemen whoſe fancy may differ from 
mine, in giving my real ſentiments and 
opinion ſo freely, as I have advanced no- 
thing but matter of fact, and is the re- 
ſult of many years experience, having been 
poſſeſſed (I believe I may venture to ſay, 
without vanity, of as good, if not the beſt 
in England) of fancy Fenn, beſides toys 
of all kinds. 


lake 


Tie Almond Tumbler, - Op 
Having deſcribed the almond tumbler, 
we ſhall next proceed. to the common 

tumblers. 
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The 7. umbler. | 


HIS Bird is fo called from an innate 
faculty peculiar to this ſpecies, which. 
is their tumbling in the air, and which 
they effect by throwing: themle]yes over 
| backward, t 
moſt expect arti aide; in 
what they da bs 
people are A opting: 


tumbler will not Nn — 
but I muſt beg leave to contradict this 


notion, as a gentleman with whom I am 
very intimately acquainted, who flies: his 
almond tumblers in the country, has aſſur- 
ed me they are full as expert in tumbling 
as any tumbler whatever.) | 
It is a very ſmall Pigeon, ſhort bodied, 
full breaſted, a thin neck, a ſhort ſpindle 
beak, and a ſhort button head; and the 
irides of * eyes ovght, to be of a bright 
pearl 
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pearl -rotour:: in ſhort} if good, the al- 
mond tumbler and the common Cunt 


The Dutch tumbler is rack of mY Lunt 
inake, but larger, often feather- xd, and 
more jouker-headed; wien 4 thin feth or 


| ſkin round the eye, not inkike # very ſneer 


dragoon; fore people de not eftecth"theth 
on this dceöunt, though 1 have Ko.] ĩ́ 
very good ones of che Datch breell, not 
any ways inferior tà what they all the 
Engi. Others 3 they 


ure apt to tumble tôd Mmüch, ad to loſt 


ground, that is, fink beneath * the reſt of 
the flight, which is 4 very great fault; 
but I have obſerved the fame by che Eng- 

fiſh, and am apt to believe that mpſt of 
the extraordinary feathers have been pro- 
duced by mixing with the Dutch breed; 
for it is generally obferved that the Englifh 
tumblers are chiefly black, blue, oH white. 
'Fhis Pigeon affords a very great variety of 


colours; as blacks, blues, whites,! reds, 


yellows; duns, ſilvers; and in ſhort; à plea- 
ſant mixture of all theſe colours With the 
white. 


T2 : By 


eee ven but the feather. 


70 The Tumbler. . 
Buy their flight they afford an admirable 
ſatisfaction to thoſe gentlemen of the fancy 
that have time to attend them, and make 
their obſervations; for beſides the pleaſure 
that they afford by their tumbling, which 
is very conſiderable, they will riſe to an 
immenſe height in the air, ſo that ſome- 

times the eye can ſcarcely follow them. 1 
have frequently loſt fight of them, though 
they have been almoſt perpendicular over 
my head, and the day has been very clear 

and ſerene; yet by a fixed regard of the 
place where I loſt them, (for they never 
ramble far like the horſeman, and if good, 
when they are uſed to each other; a flight 
of a 'dozen will keep ſo cloſe together, that 
to appearance you may cover them all with 
a large handkerchief) I have at length 
perceived them, but ſo ſmall that they _ : 
peared no bigger than 'ſparrows, 
At this height they will keep two, three, 
four, and ſometimes five hours together; 
Nay, I have heard it frequently aſſerted, 
that there have been Pigeons of this breed 
which have _ nine or twelve hours 3 
but 


The Tumbler. 5r 
zope to be excuſet in thinking the 
— of the flying-fancy may” have 
been deceived in point of time, when they 
have made. thoſe aſſertions ; though I can- 
not abſolutely contradict it. I remember 
to have heard an old fancier (not a mile 
from Long-acre) declare, that he once had 
a flight of tumblers that ſoared fo prodi- 
giouſly high, that (to uſe his own words) 
he could ſee them when they were out of 
 Gght, which undoubtedly appears rather 
paradoxical, but as miracles never coals, 

we ſhall ſuffer that to paſs for one. 
When they are up at their pitch, the 
better ſort ſeldom or never tumble, chu- 
ſing rather to afford you that diverſion 
when they are more in ſight. Tumbling 
very often at the firſt beginning to riſe, 
and N when me are comin 8 down to 
pitch. | 
We next 0 to the method mn rai- 
ang a flight of tumblers; and in the firſt 
place, they ought, if you have conveni- 
ence, to be kept in a loft by themſelves, 
not having any acquaintance, if poſſible, 
F 4 85 * 
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it worth taking notice of. 


N Th b 
with your: other Pigeons ; for: if they are 
uſed to fly with others, it wilb make them 
ſink their flight, hen they An * 8 


ſkimming in the air below thein. 


Secondly, They ought to be nt A oi! . 


| Ps n put upon. flight only once à day at 


moſt, and that by themſelves, after being 
well acquainted: with your houſe: the 


morning is the beſt: time for this diverſion, 


and after they are come down, throw: them 
a little bemp-ſced, or rape and canary, to 
entice them in, and * OO thay: n 


till the next day. 


Thirdly, If polüble, get one or two 6 clit 
have been uſed to flying high, for they 
will train your young ones up the ſooner. 

Beſides theſe things, the fanciers have 
obſerved particular ſeaſons when a tumbler 
will make a more extravagant flight than 
ordinary; as for inſtance, when ſhe ſits 
upon eggs, and aà few days after having 
fed off the ſoft meat. I cannot find any Phi- 
loſophical reaſon to be given for this, yet 
as it is confirmed by m 1 thought 


Anti . 


Abiether time, hi they wil make a 
vety extraordinary flight, is, when you 
| obſerve ravens, crow, or any other birds 
wantonly playing at a great height in the 
air: this may be very eafily accounted for, 
there being at ſuch a time ſomething in - 
the temperament of the air, ſuitable to the 
genius of thoſe birds that delight in the 
Upper regions of the atmoſſ phere. e 
N muſt adviſe the Auster not to 
turn out his tumblers when there appear 
any figns of a riſing fog, for by this means 
the ſight of their habitation is intercepted, 

and many a good flight loft for ever. 

A high wind will Hkewiſt driv ve them. 
too far from home, ſo that if they are not 
entirely loſt, they may lie out all night, 
and by that means be expoſed | fo the. cats, 
or other various accidents. ES : ” 

"Laſtly, Never turn out your hen tumbler 
when ſhe is with egg, for beſides that ſhe 
is at that time fick, and unfit ton fi zr ſo 
likewiſe by her long flight, ſhe:may drop 
her egg, (an inſtance of which I have 


known) and ſo — the increaſe of your 
breed. 


N. B. 


T4. The Tumbler. 


„. B. The bald pated tumblers, which 
are of various colours in their body, 
as blacks, blues, &c. with a clean 

white head, a pearl eye, white flight 
and white tail, are eſteemed good fly- 
ers, and are very pretty, even when 
flying in the air, for the contraſt of 
the feather appears at that diſtance 
when the weather is clear and fine; 
but the blue ones are reputed to riſe 
higher than any other colour. There 
are alſo ſome called blue or black- 
bearded, that is, either of thoſe co- 
lours having 2 long white ſpot from 
the under jaw and cheek, a little way 
down the throat, and regularly ſhaped, 
which has a pretty effect as an orna- 
ment; and if they run clean in the 
flight and tail, as before mentioned in 
the bald-pated ones, Py! are Account- 


ed handſome. 


The next that comes under our confde= 
ration is the c carrier. 
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Pm HE: capt, of theſe Pn came 
from Bazora in Perſia, being ſome- 
times brought by ſea, and ſometimes in 
che caravans; and are therefore by ſome 
oran people called buffories. 

This city is fituate about two miles di- 
ſtant from a river called Xat Arab, which 
is formed by the meeting of the two great 

rivers Tygris and Euphrates: near this 
place is a ſmall houſe like an hermitage, 
dedicated to Iza ben Mariam, that is, Jeſus 
the ſon of Mary: in paſſing which place, 
the Mahometans themſelves very devoutly 
offer up their prayers : there is likewiſe a 
conſiderable quantity of wg whoſe reve- 
nues belong to this chapel. 

This Pigeon is called a carrier becauſe 

1 is frequently made uſe of to carry a let- 
; ter krone one _ to another; and ſuch 
E 1 
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76 The Cartier. 
is the ſagacity of this Bird, that gh 


thirty miles, nay, I have known em o 
be carried three - ſcore or an hundred, and 
there turned looſe, they will immediately 
haſten to the place where they were bred. 
The Dutch call this Pigeon Bagadat,: pro- 
| bably from a corruption of the name of the 
city Bagdat, which was formerly old Ba- 
bylon, Which Nimrod built; becauſe they 
judge this Pigeon in its way from e 
to be brought through that city. 1 
In Turkey they call them 3 or 
couriers; and the Turks and Perſians make 
a common practice of breeding this ſort 
of Pigeons in their ſeraglio s, where. there 
is one, whoſe _ buſineſs it is to fecd and 
train theſe Birds for the uſe afterwards de- 
ſigned, which is done in this manner; 
_ when a young one flies very hard at: home, 
. and-is come to its full ſtrength, they carry 
it in a baſket, or otherwiſe, about half a 
mile from home, and there they turn it 
out; after this they carry it a mile, then 


two, four, * ten, twenty, &c. till at 
length 


505 


- 


length they will return from the. furtheft 
parts of the kingdom. This practice is of 
admirable uſe ; for every Baſhaw has gene- 
rally a baſket full of theſe Pigeons ſent him 
from the grand ſeraglio; and in caſe of any 
inſurrection, or other emergent occaſion, 
he braces a letter under the wings of a 
Pigeon, whereby its flight is not in the 
leaſt incommoded, and immediately turns 
it looſe; but for fear of their being ſhot, 
or ſtruck by a hawk, they generally diſ- 
patch five or fix; ſo that by this means, 
diſpate 
method than, da Fan, be nen 


contrired. 
N. B. fs Pegs be not — Wes 


young the beft of them wilt fly but 


very 1 N _ WP por” 
Aby be loſt. | 

* Lithgow, in Bis ds gives" the Wb. 
towing remarkable account ; after having 
mentioned Pigeons that in forty eight hours 
would carry a letter from Babylon to Alep- 


po, Which is thirey days journey. Be pro- 


_— 8 The city Ptolemais was be- 


* 


ſieged 


wat. * 


hes are ſent in a more ſafe and ſpeedy | 
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_ ſieged by the French and Venetian ar- 
& mies, and was ready to fall into their 
« hands, when the ſoldiers beheld a Pigeon 
« flying over them to the city, who there- | 
tc upon ſet up ſo ſudden and fo great 
* a ſhout, that down. fell the poor airy 
* poſt with her letter, which being read, 
ec was found to contain, that the Sultan 
« was coming towards them with an army 
« ſufficient to raiſe the ſiege, and would 
& be with them in three days; the chri- 
ce ſtians having learned this, ſent away the 
Pigeon with another letter, to this effect, 
« that they ſhould ſee to their ſafety, for 
e that the Sultan had ſuch other impor- 
ce tant affairs, as rendered it impoſſible that 
© he ſhould come to their relief. Upon 
< the reception of this letter the city was 
7 immediately ſurrendered to the Chriſti- 
< ans; upon the third day the Sultan ar- 
c rived according to his promiſe, but per- 
te ceiving how matters went, returned a- 
« gain with his army.” 
That paſſage of making” the Vigwip fall | 
to the ground * the ſhout of the ſoldiers, 
ſeems 


The e 2 
ſeems a little too much to favour of Romiſh 
ſuperſtition ; for it NN very unphiloſo- 
phical, to imagine that the air could be 
ſo far broke by a ſhout, as to render the 
ſtrong pinions of ſo ſwift a bird uſeleſs. 

Ovid, likewiſe, in his metamorphoſes, 
tells us, that Tauroſthenes, by a Pigeon 
ſtained with purple, gave notice of his vic- 
tory at the Olympic games, the very ſame 
day on which he NG it, to his father 
at Ægina. 

Willoughby alſo in his ornithology, pro- 
duces the example of the ancients in ma- 
king uſe of Pigeons for the conveyance of 
letters: thus Hirtius and Brutus, at the 
fiege of Modena, by means of Pigeons, 
held a mutual e with each 

other. 
We ſhall n now proceed t to che deſeription 
of this Bird. 

The carrier is larger i in ſize than moſt 
of the common ſorts of Pigeons ; and ſome 
of them meaſure, from the point of the 
beak to the extremity of the tail, fifteen 
dcn, ; and weigh near twenty ounces. 

| Their 


80 The Carrier 6; 
Their -fleſh is naturally. firm 3. and their 
feathers cloſe when they ſtand. ere& upon 
their legs; ; their. necks being generally long, 
there appears great ſymmetry of ſhape be- 
yond moſt other pigeons, which are gene- 
rally crouded on heaps. . The upper chap | 
of the bill is half covered from the head, 
with a naked, white, tuberous, furfurace- 
ous fleſh, which proj jets, or hangs. over 
both its ſides on the upper part neareſt the 
head, and ends in a point about, the mid- 
dle of the bill; this is called the wattle, 
and is ſometimes. joined by two, ſmall. ex- 
creſcences of the ſame. kind on. ach fide | 
of the under chap. ta | 
This fleſh is in ſome. carriers more in- 
clinable to a blackiſh colour, which is ge- 
nerally the more valued. | 
The eyes, whoſe iris, or circle . 
the black pupil is generally of the colour 
of a reddiſh - gravel, but ſhould. be of a 
fiery red, are equally ſurrounded. with. the | 
fame. fort of furfuraceous matter for about 
the breadth of 4 ſhilling ; this is gene- 
rally thin when it ſpreads wide, and is 
moſt 


N The Carrier. T 
al moſt yalued ; yet when. the fleſh ud the 


ape: is thick and broad, it ſhews the car- 


rier to be of a good bloed that. will brood 
very, out ones. 
This Bird was e FO" by the 


gentlemen . of the fancy, as the king of 


Tae ente on account of its great ſagacity. 


A carrier is generally reckoned.' to A | 


webe *, . 

Three in the beak, 

Three in the wattle, = 

Three i in the Bead, . 

Three in the eye. 
ä 0 beg in therefore Sid ihe fit, < 
| Wes wy of the beak are to be lon g. 
ftrait, and thick. 
"AS its length; an, . and an half 
is reckoned a long beak ; though there are 


very good carriers who do not el an 


inch and quarter. 


The ſtraitneſs of he wg 5 great 


beauty to its length, and if otherwiſe it is 
ſaid to be hook-beaked, and i is not o much 
eſteemed. . 

The chick nel of the beth is klei 
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head, which are re its len 
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a very great cmmendaflon, and if It Ell 
in-this point it is ſal to be Tpindle⸗beakeck, 
which dminihés ſöchbtfing cf ift Wut. 

The next three properties Are M6(E" of 
the watite; which ought t6 be Broad Acroſs 


. the bedk ) ſhert rein che Head wars 


the ape, or point of che bin, and fifüng 


5 for w ards front the Head; for if otherwiſe, 
it 18 ſaid to be peg 


much diſeſteemeſt ny krelcfbre ſome 


Wattked; WHIAA ts very 


people, to impoſe upon tk Iftofant, and 
enhance the pride of An iadifferent Bird, 


have artificially ralled” the hinder. part, of 
tlie Wattle, it it up, with ak. and 


wired it ir with TY wt, in ſuch — * 


ner as not to be cafily petceptible, elpe eci- 


ally to Lentlemen who are not. epi in 
We gert ebufder the prop 


a - - - 


When a carrier Has A is. e ne | 
and a very flat Kull, with a if im- 
preſſion or dent in. the middle, it is ; eapch 
adnured ; and if otherwiſe, it is faid & to be 


barrel-headed. | 
The 
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$; for if one part 

6 thinnet . _ an the Ee 15 
8 415 to 1 Fells d, w. 4 kick is is deemed : a 
ery great OBESE ; «els © if it has 
the co BY rs p rties, } it is fad t to have 

a roſe=eye, Fe 15 Is, vely valuable. | = 
- TV hats fom e add the Ce, which 

18 Between the hihder 1 of che wattle 


and the edge of the e eye; but t this cannot 
E ed to e a prope ty * this rea- | 


fon; when 40 te comes. to I three of 
four EI, if khe eys is broad, „ and the 
wattle large, they muſt 2 Seat ty miect ; 
the diſtance therefore ſeems th be AS a 
property of the horſeman; of which more 
in its proper place. 5 
Another diſtinguiſhing mf af: a carrier 
is; the length and -thitmeſs of Its neck, 


which ſomèe call a property; and e it 
muſt be allowed to add a vet 


to this d, elpeciall ap HEE 1 5 5 
| 5 EA th of i its che, "al the broader the 


FRO 


. The Carrier. e 
che! the better, for which reaſon the bald 5 


ſhoul d incline backwatd, which eus it 2 


more advantageouſly, | 29 
Its feather is chiefly black of 7 Ki chough 
there are likewiſe blues, Whites, 1 plaſh d, 
and pieds, of each feather ; but Wo black 
and dun anſwer beſt the foregoing proper- 
ties; yet the blues, and blue · pieds are ge- 
nerally eſteemed for their ſcarcity, though 
will not uſually come up to the properties 
of the above-menticned feathers. 3 

But in my opinion, the above twelve 
| properties would be better, and not ſo lia- 
ble to be confuſed, if they were r reduced to 
hye eren viz. bf 5 


5 Hanna 4 1 
- 


- ſt. The: bee TIF, 
TN oat” ie TIF] 
zd. The head. iy ey | 
Ach. The eye on 
th. Length and ching of: dock; 
ani length of body. wifey 
But as the gentlemen of that fancy! have 


not ot. taken upon them to fix a proper 
| 7 ſtandard, 
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d, as has been done for the almond 
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7. * Horſeman. 


TuS Pigeon in ſhape and ail» very 


much reſembles the carrier, only it 
is ſmaller in all its properties, viz. ſome- 
what leſs in body, ſorter i in the neck, the 


Protuberant fleſh n the beak ſmaller, as 
likewiſe thap- grad We: aye; Jo that there 


% 


remains | ar e between 
the wattle. an 1 - this Pigeon, 
than in the carxer-.. They e generally 
more inclined” to be bar: el- headed, and 
their eye ſomewhat pinched. | 


It is to this day a matter of diſpute, 
whether this be an original Pigeon, or 
whether it be not a baſtard ſtrain, bred 
between a carrier and a tumbler, or a car- 
rier and a powter ; and ſo bred over again 
from a carrier; and the oftner it is thus 
bred, the ſtouter the horgman becomes. 

| The 


be bu 
Phe only thin: . 5 #9 
2 the opinion that. hey are grigingl. 
is a; ſtrain ef this. bind. hroughs Ver 
omg $eanderogn, Which wall fly very great 
lengths, and very fivift 3 hut ſtill the an- 
ſwer readily occurs, that they may he bred 
originally the ſame way at Scanderoon, and 
ſo tranſmitted to us; 3 but that we cannot 
determine. 

There are of this kind af all manner of 
feathers ; but the blue and blue-pieds are 
| moſt noted to be genuine and good; and 
if flown, are very good breeders. 

Theſe are the fart gf Pi 9 that are 
chiefly made uſe of in Jo: Ta 
riape of. letters, or flyy g f 
cauſe thoſe that are p 
original carriers, do not care to riſque their 
being loſt, upon every trifling wager. 

_ Theſe Pigeons, when regularly flown 
twice on a day, that is, turned out alone, 
and put upon wing, without any others, 
will fly very large circumferences; ſo that 
after they have made a tour or two round 
your houſe, they will fly four or five miles 
| G4 aut 


is practice 1 is of 


them when —__ come to be trained for t 
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Tu. H IS Pigeon is, eyed a ele, 4 a 
baſtard ſtrain, being bred originally 
from a horſeman and a' tumbler, and by 
matching their breed to the horſeman, they 
will obtain a tolerable degree of ſtoutneſs. 
They are very good breeders, and good 
nurſes; and are chiefly kept as feeders for 
raiſing of powters, Leghorn runts, &c. 
and as they are ſomewhat leſs than a horſe- 
man, are reckoned lighter, and more ex- 
peditious in their flight for ten or twenty 
miles; but the horſeman, if good, will 
generally out-do them at a greater len gth ; 
they ſhould be trained, and flown like the 
foregoin EC 
The following may be apple upon . 
as fact, notwithſtanding the appearance of 
incredibility, as ſeveral gentlemen now li- 
ving can affirm the ſame if requiſite: 


/ 


a 45 . 

i gentleman of my acquaintance, ha- 
ving a ſmall wager depending, ſent a dra- 
eh e the age Sach te bly ef * 
"Edmond's-Bury,- together with a note, 
deſiring the Pigeon, two days after his ar- 
rival there, might be thrawn up preciſely 


SK. 


when the town clock ſtruck nine in the 


mornin 4 Which Was accordingly execute. 
ml the dert arrived 1 in Eg and flew 
e the gn gf the Bull Inn 10 Biſhopſgeta 
Si treet, into the loft, a was or ſhown 
at half ap hour a eleven o „ the 
fame morning n an which he had been | 
775 vp at $t- Egmond's-Byry, ving 
floyn 6 FART two miles in two. hours, and 
an ha 48 lh \ confirmed. by a 
ſetter 5 117 t Poll from the pern 
a Bt, Fan 17800. 
0 * my feveral, more explaigs bo 
this n 147 0 Koc performed by draggons4- 
cularly of their Peigg thrown up 3nd. 66: 
turning Kd y moon-light, &c. but as the. 
above may k be  thoyght ſufficient, we Fae 
proceed to deſc pe th the Ph err. 


Ferrand in 
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4 
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| e Dutch enge. | 
T's Figean * to is katie origi- | 


- 


e nally Fred in Holand, being gatu- 
cally thick ; and its name. is derived: from 
4 large bag, 8 Which they 
carry under their beak, and gan at plea» 
{ure gither raiſe or depreſs they are Mort 
and thickrbodisd; their Jegs are likewiſe 
ſhort, thick, and Sukerey: down to their 
feet; cheir emp is Jarge, but always bangs 
low; the. feathers. qn heir thighs hang 
looſe, whereby they are faid to! be flag- 
thigh' d; their legs and wide, and they 
 feldam play upright; they are grayel-ey'd, 
and generally very bad feeders ;| therefore 
as Joqn- as they have fed aff their ſoft meat, 
it is Proper to put their young ones under 
a pair of ſmall runts, dragoons, or powting 
horſemen, which be t as nurſes 
for that pape * * 


There 


"I... _ 
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There: are of all ſorts of feathers i in this 


Pigeon ; and the Dutch in breeding it take 


a very great care; for as ſoon as they have. 


fed off their ſoft meat, they put the young 


ones under others. to nurſe, and then ſepa- 


rate er old ones, placing them in different 


; and feeding them high with hemp 


or pe feed for a month, then turning 


them together, and by being very hearty 
and ſalacious, they breed Pigeons with very 


good properties; from whence may be ob- 


ſerved, that if mankind were alike abſte- 
mious, their progeny might de mes com- 
e fone holga e 


Theſe are the Pigeons ae are moſt 


apt to gorge, if not kept conſtantly ſup- 


plied with meat and water: but now the 


gentlemen fanciers in England pay very 
little regard to this Pigeon ſince they have 
made it ſubſervient to their purpoſe, viz. 
by raiſing from them and others che pow- 
| ns WES we an! next ee 
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; Bird bein biel i in England, 
18 therefore called a8 above, and is 
| originally a mixt breed tween 2 horſe- 


* 


man and a cropper; and by matching their 
young ones over afid over to the cropper, 
has produced in them the five following 
properties, according to the ſtandard now 
1 and i in uſe among the Solumba- 
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beak to the end of the tal, "a more the 


Pigeon is eſteemed; ſome hare meaſared 
his. way: near Hear inches, thoug if 
ventees vr ghet is x d a very-go 

length. It ſhonld rex an hollow back, 
running off taper. from - ic. ſhoulders, to 

form a fine hape; Kid it riſes on the 
| back, it is called hog-back', ) and it ſhould 
be ſnrall in the e girt. Great 23 72 thould 
be obſerved 5 in wet 1 their leng gth of 


body, le 


&d) Was 80 the ak and th A a fins 
Bird facrif MC... 
2d. The length of — 1 is a next 


ching to be examined in a powter, that is, 
from the upper joint of the thi 4 to che 
end r dit wüde ide Ball; and in this 
property ſome of men hive bedn- very con- 


ſiderable, wanting a meef trifle of ſeven 


inches and a quarter; yet the Bird that 


produces fix inches ang thfes quarters, or 
_ ſeven inches, muſt. bo: Moat * be n 


ic one. 


Their 


8 Bo d tail FR be 
pulled of, whit Face: hily inform 


d at Ex wi Prater. N 95 

cir " thighs 28s thould be out 
FR 1 ba a 05 3 d with ſmooth 
white. Ke and not bs wire legs 
and naked, as formerly : ſometimes £: 
| joints ts.of the knees will be edged_ round 
with another colour ; FY but let it fall here, 


213 +. oth 


or. e on any bart of the thigh, it is 
8 calle Pe Sel a 


11 The next property. to be 3 
is the crop, which ought to be large and 
round, riſing to the beak, flling well be- 
Riad the 3 to cover the ſhoulders,. ha- 
ving tl 7 e malen part. of the circle erg 

ne ly. 

Ach. 15 the ecken; which rds 4 I 
great variety "The. pieds are moſt univet» 
ſally eſteemed ; and under | theſe: my he 
Tanked. the. yellow pied the red pied, the 
black pied, and chs blup pied ;, which laſt 
mentioned colour ſhould. be the beſt iy 
blue, With black bars cbſs the wings, adh 
of Which advance in their worth according 
ag they anſwer belt ton the : athbr-proper- 
* inſtance, if the blue pied and 
| black 


#3 7 


wb 


965 The Enghſh Powter... 
black pied are equal in the meaſure. of the 
other properties, the black pied will be 
reckoned the beſt Pigeon ; again, if the 
black pied and red pied are equal in the 
meaſure of the other properties, the red 
pied will be reckoned the beſt. Likewiſe 
if the red pied and yellow pied are equal 
in the meaſure of the other properties, the 
15 preference will be given to the yellow 15 
on account of the feather. e 


th and laſt prop erty is the carriage, 
A powter ſhould play upright, with' a fine 
tail not awry, . well ſpread like a fan, with- 
out tucking it between the legs, or ſetting 
the feathers upon the rump, (which is 
called rumping). ' He' ſhould lap his wings 
cloſe: to the body; and diſplay his limbs 
ſtraight and cloſe- together; without ſtrad- 
ling, and to move With T flow and ma- 
jeſtick ſtep, almoſt upon his toes,” without 
kicking or jumping, which is the quality 
of the uploper. He "ſhould \ carry Kimſelf 
erect, with a roundicrop, well filled with 
Ys; 3 e e ee vor flack- 
9 of San en - winded; 


— 


The Engl: 6.2 Potter. 97 
winded, which are both eſteemed very great 
faults v. The powter that buffles, Which 
is being ſtiff-winded, fills his crop ſo full 
of wind, that it is thereby ſtrained in ſuch 
a manner, that he is ready to fall back- 
ward, becauſe he cannot readily diſcharge 
the confined air, which renders him un- 
eaſy and unweildy; the other extream is 
being llack-winded, fo that he ſhews little 
or no crop, and . not m"_ better 


than an ill-ſhaped runt._ - 

| Theſe Pigeons appear very Able on the 
outſide of an houſe; but the better ſort are 
never ſuffered. to fly, and it is happy for 
them they are not, for they would often 
fall down the chimneys, and eaſily become 
a prey to the cats, on account of their 


crops, eſpecially theſe that buffle, or are 
ſtiff-winded. 


* When powters are delgned to be ſhewn, they ould 
is previouſly prepared for that purpoſe, by keeping thein 
from food five or fix hours before the time of ſhewing 
them, otherwiſe they cannot fo conveniently ſwell, or get 
their crop up properly, to appear to advantage. And par- 
ticular care muſt be afterwards taken to prevent the dange- 
rous and diſagreeable inconvenience of gorging themſelves, 
for at that time they are moſt apt to do it, from having 
been kept ſo TY empty. 


* — 7 — Fa wi 14 als: * 


There 


98 The Bugs Weh 1 
There ale many who hure hes judghent 
fuficient 16 diſcover ths bepaties ant Pro- 
perties af che powter, chat condenm it on 
account eftithe crop. Which they op Tobin 
an intuinbrahce to the Bird, and appears 
unnatural; fo various are tlie opinions 'of - 
the multitude ! but that we may not run 
too much from "the ſubjett; We ſhall next 
proceed to deſcribe? eg; manner a pow- 
ter ſhouldibe piet. gg. 401 Of 10 
5 In the firſt place, 1 Divi (by Which is 
meant the front part f the ere) 6ught to 
be White, girt round wWirk a- Mining green 
intermixed with the coloor with which he 
is pied, and this white euld by no means 
go behind the _ ne it 1s fad: to 
be ring-headed: 
ad. He ought to WI A. bib; « of e 
patch of the ſame colour with which he is 
pied, coming down. from. his under chap, 
and falling upon the chop, which makes 
it the ſhape, of an half moon; and if this 


bib be ming. be i | id to. be Saales. 
chroated. 


— 


ö As His 


r 


„ The Eigihe Pow! voter, 4 
To: q.- -His' head; neck and Back; « -bupht 'to 
be of 0 one en colour, be the tall the 


or ſtreaks of Black e FO ae lower part 25 


both wings; but if theſe bars happen to 


be of a brown colour inflead of black; "he 
Is then ſaid to be kite-barr'd, which i Is not 


ſo valuable. 


29 4th. F he ſhoulder, er pinion af as 
Wing, ought” to be mottled with white, 
faying” round i in che ſhape of a roſes 5 Wes 


beſt. bene but veiy” few atiſe” to be 
dompleat in this refpe&; but if the pinion 


Tuns with. a large patch of white to the 


outer e e of the win i is then * to 


188 


be lawn. Heer d. n Spang 10 131 
8 The thigh is nay deſeribed' in 


ther fecond property, viz. length df legs 


6th. The nine flight feathers of the wing 
-ought to be white, otherwiſe it is called 
Hoc. flighted; and if only the external fea- 
ther ak the wing be of the fame colour of 


O e906 -fogge gf: the 


» Mb e . 
the FRY it is called Hrord-flg „ or ü 
| ſworded. .: Es S Reb ey, et} | 
| A porter ow . e — theſs 
propertics, might yery. juſtly be deemed 
perfect: but as abſolute: Perfection is in · 
compatible with any thing in this world, 
that Pigeon which makes the neareſt ad- 
vances toward chem. is moſt. Legrand 
the beſt. 

The fanciers of met Birds, — dint of 
application, , indefatigable induſtry, and great 
expence, have certainly bred them to a 
great degree towards perfection, inſomuch 
that eighteen pairs and an half of them 
were ſold by public auction for ninety two 
pounds nine ſhillings and fix pence, as ap- 
pears by a paragraph in the Daily Adver- 
tiſer of Thurſday January 1, and the day 
following in the Gazetteer and London 
Daily Advertiſer of F riday January 2, 1761, 
which for the greater ſatisfaction of the 
weden 15 ſhall here tranſcribe. 55 On 
F « monday evening. laſt, at the ſale of 
+< powting Pigeons, at Mr. Hays's, the 
* F rench Horn in - Boach-lane, conſiſting 
4% of 


. 


- 


— 


a, on © 


The Engh d Piurer. 8 


Ko of eighteen. pair and a half of Pigeons, 
* 7 0 were : fold as follows: b Bats e 
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As I was Preſet at © the 1 ſale, ſo 1 
144 all opportunity of cxamini ng the Birds,, 
ſome of which were very indifferent ones, 
and ſome of. them vety capital ones in- 
deed, viz. Bot 14, 15, 16, and 183 and to 
my knowledge, two paifs ef which were 
afterwards fold for thirty | fix- e * 


private contract! - 9312 4 


N. B. The almond cubes lat the "ink 
theſe Pageobs were fora) were not ar- 
rived ta onò half of the perfection t that 

theß are at this preſent time; and it 
is the opinion 6f many, that were the 
fame nümber .of almond tumblers to 
be fold now, they would ' bear. a price 
. 1 not e to "7 above, 


4 


194 — 


. * 7 
, 5 j 
7 45 * 
6 # F 


. 


92 . The Pres r Powter, h 


| 18 Pigeon N. originally bred "ey 
Paris, and from thence brought to 

Bruffels, whence” We had it tranſmitted to 
us: - Si. has all the nature of the Engliſh 


A 21 2 


| porter, but generally runs Jong in the 
crop, and not very large; it is ſhort-bo- 
. died, with thort legs, and thick in the 
git: ; — is chiefly admired i in this Bird, 


is its feather, which is indeed very beau- 
rifyl, and peculiar only to itſelf, reſembling 
2 fine piece « of Iriſh ſtitch, being chequer- 


ell with various colours in every feather, 
except the flight, which is white; the 
more red it has intermired with the other 


colours ther more valuable it is; ſome are 


gravel-ey'd, © & ſome bull-ey d; but is 
e wlly Jodifferent Which eye it hath. 


a ok, This Bird js vulgerly, called the 


'axazene Powter., 
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1 18 Bird was e bred in Hol- | 
land; it agrees in make and ſhape 
in every reſpe& with the Engliſh pow- 
ter, as bred formerly, except its being 
ſmaller in every property. Its crop is very 
round, in which it generally buries its bill; 
its legs are very ſmall and ſlender, (which 
was the fault of the Engliſh powter till 
very lately) and its toes are ſhort and cloſe | 
together, on which it treads fo nicely, that 
when moving, you may put any thing un- 
der the ball of its foot: it is cloſe-thigh'd, 
plays very uptight, and when it approach- 
eth the hen, generally leaps to her with 
its tail ſpread, which is the reaſon of its 
being called Uploper, from the Dutch 
word Uplopen, which fignifies to leap up. 
The colour of theſe Pigeons is gene- 
* all blue, white,” or " DIRK 3 z and there 


. N 


e The Uploper;; tog 
poffibly may be m of them mn —_ 
1 never ſaw: . n "1 

There are very fs of that” ng fi 
En gland; the reaſon that they do not en- 
Courage the breed of them here, I ſhoulfi 
imagine, is, having brought the Engliſh 
pewter to ſuch perfection, that in fact, at 
this time, there is no compariſon to be 
made between them: though it has been 
reported, that in Holland they have aſked 
twenty five guineas for a ſingle pair of 
uplopers, which I muſt. 160088 I want 
. to n 


7 he Powting Horſeman... 


| Tu Pigeon is a baſtard breed, ber! 
tween the cropper and the horſeman; 
and xceording to the nomber of times that 
their young ones are bred over from the 
topper, they are called firſt, Reond, or third 
bred; and the ofrener bene bred over, 
the larger their gp 5 
of breeding theſe Pigeons were, n 
to improve the ſtrain of the powters, by 
making them  cloſe-thigh'd ; though it was 
apt to make them rump, from the horſe- 
man's blood 5: but having now brought the 
ſtrain of the poyter wo high perfection, 
that practice i is difwuled. 

They are a very merry Pigeon upon an 
houſe; and by often daſhing off, are ex- 
ceeding good to pitch ſtray Pigeons that 
are at a loſs to find their own home, which | 
gives great ſatisfaction to thoſe gentlemen - 
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The 1 Run. 


TEA Wen runt was originally bred 
| either at Piſz, in the duke of Tuſ- 
cany's dominions, or at Piſa in Peloponeſus, 
and from thence brought to Leghorn, and 
fo tranſmitted hither ; but the latter ſeems 
moſt probable, becauſe it anſwers the de- 
ſcription of the Pigeon which Willoughby 


in his Ornithology calls Columba Turcica IE 


ſeu Perſica, the Turkiſh or Perſian Pigeon. 
Ilt is a ſtately large Pigeon, ſome of them 
ſeven inches, or better, in legs, Cloſe fea- 
thered, and firm in fleſh, extremely broad. 
 cheſted, and very ſhort in the back ; he 
carries his tail, when: Y 933 walks, ſome what 
turned up like a duck's ; but when he plays 
he tucks it down ; his neck is longer than 
any other Pigeon's, which he carries bend- 
ing like a gooſe or a ſwan. He is gooſe- 
headed, and his eye lies hollow in his head, 
with 
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with a thin ſkin round it much like the 


Dutch tumbler's, but broader; his beak 
is very ſhort for ſo large a Bird, with a 
ſmall wattle on it, and the upper chap a 
little bending over the under. Mr. Moore 


ſays they are a very tender Bird, but I muſt 


beg leave to diſſent from that opinion of 
them, having kept them ſeveral winters 


in a little ſhed or room, one ſide of which 


was entirely open, and expoſed to the eaſt- 
erly winds, with no other fence but a net, 


which kept them confined. Care ſhould 
be taken of their young ones, for they rear 
but few in the ſeaſon if left to bring them 


up themſelves, therefore it would be moſt 
proper to ſhift their eggs under a dragoon, 
or ſome other good nurſe, in the ſame 


manner as mentioned of the powter, re- 
membering to give them a young one of 


ſome kind to feed off their ſoft meat; if 
this method be purſued, EY will * 
very well. 


I have known four "Suiheas given for a 


pair of theſe Birds. But there are very 


few of the true. original breed in England. 
IF 


tte Ne Lagkins Rant, 
If they are matched to a Spaniſſi runt, 4 
will breed: a very [large Pigeon, oloſer in 
fleſh and feather than the Spanithirunt; and 
will breed much faſter. I have had a hen 
of the- Leghorn breed that weighed two 
pounds two ounces: avoirdupaiſe weight; 
and have killed of their young ones, which, 
when on the ſpit, were as large as mide 
dling ſpring fowls. It ſhould hete be ob- 
ſerved, that theſe, and all other runts, en- 
creaſe in bulk, rl they are thebs! or four 
1 Pied e) 5 

As to their W "OG are ncaa ai 
the beſt that I haue ſeen, were either white, 
blaek, or red mottled. Leghorn runts are 
more valued than any other ſort of runts, 
though there is a vaſt difference in them; 
ſeme of chem being ny: Tas though 
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Is. Pigeon. as. may fe hs per- 
ceived by its name, comes originally 
from Spain 3 and is the longeſt in body of 
any Pigeon whatever; ſome: of them are 


The 2 jÞ K Rant. 


twenty three inches long from the paint of 


the beak to the extræmity of the tail; they 
are thick and ſhort-legg d, looſe feathored, 
and loaſe in fleſh, and do-1 not e erect as 
the Leghorn runt Ya. 3 2200112 | 

"There are e nere Ins this 1 Bird 
but being tort-legy'd, are apt to fit too 


heavy upon their eggs, and by that menus 


break them; to prevent which, the ſame 
method ſhould” be purfued with them as 
with the Leghorn runt. There are ſome 
Pigeons very much reſembling the Spaniſh 
runt, with longer le; 91 but it is thought 
—— 0 the 8 omar Weſt Indies, - 
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The Friend Rice, 


. by HIS Pigeon comes * Frieſland, 5 


is one of the larger ſort | of middle 


ſized runts; its feathers ſtand all reverted, 


N N 


— $ 4 * 
— n 0 N 


and if it is admired at all, it muſt be for 


its uglineſs; there are few of chis Wie x 


in England at preſent. :---- 
There an other fort of PEERS} as tu 
Roman runt, 3 | 
can hardly fly 3:and' the Smyrna rant, which 


is middle-ſiz'd, and feather-footed; even ſo 


as to appear almoſt like wings: at the feet, 


| which makes them frequently” drag their 


eggs and young ones out of the neſt, if not 
kept clean and dry. To theſe may be 


added the common runt, which are kept 


purpoſely for the diſh, and generally in 
locker-holes in inn yards, or other places, 
and are well known. to every body. . _ 

The following ſorts of Pigeons are gene- 


rally deemed and called Tye by the gen- 
tlemen 
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- 


cn 8 N £ : e * 
U.. ⅛ĩÄ.Q9;ͥẽC! ͥ ũ9 En Is 


5 l v a . * 
3 n = 94 5 — \ 
2 
: Ld * _ * © } * 
« us of — = * * 0 


*. n 
Y » * " * 2 
. , # c * , 
R ö % , : 5 
a o i ” 
f , 
Y , - 
* 
* +. F 
2 % 
"A £ . « _- . 6 * 
2 
*. * - \ 
* 
— , , 
* 
* 
q : 
— 
1 * " p ” 
'W » 
2 * 
x * % 8 0 
2 2 1 
5 * 
% „ 
" 
> 2 * x 
— = 
- s 
* % ob 
1 2 
2 
— 8 « *4 ._ 
> * fy "© , * * * 85 5 Gn | POR 
8 1 9 * * * 2 9 ad * * 
© 8 * 
* * 2 . * e * % 4 * 
85 . 
28 — ba 0 , * * 
_— d 1 * 
f 2 ; 
> N op | , 
3 x a y 
> 4 
_ : F 
be : 
=> = 232 ad 
__—_ 8 3 7 4 
_ a Mr 
2 y 6 . A 8 1 : 
"JF * ö 2 1 F 
_— * * a Y I 
| Pa ; * 1 ü 
_— 2 
2 Z oof : * , « $ 1 
2 Sock . 4 hs 
. - of 2 8 * $ . 
. 1 o . 4 C3 . 
* K * — * 
o 5 * Wy 0 
% * * 8 7 of 0 We 
* Ya 8 * M 
* } 4 9 i 0 
* 
: 6 5 
: ; * . . 
a | | ( < — * a 
* 
* 1 
4 1 * 
* * a \ 
* * * = — ey 
* k 9 4 * * 1 
tt Y —_— 
#0 * : * * * if - 
1 " & 
. J : 
- . + 4 7 W 55 * 
, IJ . hi . 9 
. » * ; * 
8. 1 * 2 * 5 
Wo * , s * : 7 . 
x af N 2 * * 
: aA 3 4 : . 
: - * * . - . 
5 0 0 
: * ö of 
— 1 F N 
— * 
* 4 ak y 
" ; % 
. * # 
0 - 8 * * yp 4 
A ” 
* — iT _—_ — 9 
© * . 
* x 5 
: x > * i * * A 
1 % 
; 4 \ 
* * * 
- A * 
hs * - * 
1 . 3 — 2 U 
% 4 . 7 
. 3 12 — . 
, & ww 4.5 Jury 1 
6 ; of 8 * | * 0 > +4 * 
% — * 2 N — > + 
$44 . — N "=, 4 
> 4 ; 
« , a 23 2 6 14 2 N LOI *; 1 % 
. i &. 3 « 
N * n 2 % 
N. ; 2 * 1 4x £1 
* * P * ; amen o 
8 x 0 : > 2 
| k hrs 
* 1 * £ . 1 ak * * . 
k — P | o 
* yr g g 
i — 4 . 0 
a . £ 1 "iy 
' 1 g 5 0 * E 4 F FP * "= 2 * 
* 
* - 
. 
. % % * 
P 
* 
t 
* 


by length 


— 1 * / * 1 # 
* 5 „ „ „0 1 TY + % 3 1211 4 3 44 * 281 1 
1 - 9 —* 4 


1 - Þ $4 + + FT So 4 & aA y 8. 
| Wh 2 
* * 4 7 * 
* 1 = 
EO) 0 2 1 3 i 
1 
SJ Os DF A 
— >» > FU, i 2 
— 0 7 \ - Jon 
787 4 — 4443 


The Jacobine, or 2 5 
T HE . or as it is more com- = = 
monly called for ſhortneſs, the Jack, „ | 
is a remarkably pleaſing Bird; but it is ; 
very difficult to obtain any that are really 
good, the, breed -of-them--having ſuffered 
much in a opinion, in general, by a 
wrong method of propagating them, viz. 
that of intermixing | e breed of the ruff 


1 


with them; in order to improve their chain, 


off where- 
lerably detrimented 


g the feathers 
by the chain is 00 


by being looſer, and not ſo cloſely con- 
nected as it otherwiſe would have been, 


had the jack and the ruff been entirely 
kept ſeparate; it has likewiſe cauſed the 


jack to be bred larger, a longer beak, and 


>, 


looſer in its hood, than it was originally, 
For the true jack is a very ſmall Bird, 


very little bigger than a tumbler, and the 


ſmaller 
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ſmaller it is che _ | Ir od a range of 


feathers inverted quite over the hinder part 
of the head, and reaching down on each 


ſide of the neck to the ſhoulders of the 
wings, which forms a kind of hood, fome- 


thing like a Fryar's, from whence it takes 


the name of jacobine. The fathers of that 


order wearing hoods to cover their bald- 


neſs. - Therefore the upper. part - of this 


a range of feathers 18 called the hood ; and 
the more compact theſe feathers are, and 
the cloſer they are to the head, fo much 


the more the Bird is valued: ; the lower 
part of this range of feathers is, with us, 
called the chain, but the Dutch call it the 
cravat. The feathers of which ſhould be 


long and cloſe, that were you to ſtrain the 


neck a little, by taking hold of the bill, 


the two ſides ſhould fold over each other 


1 may be ſeen in ſome of the beſt. 


The Pigeon dealers have a method er | 


coakſing the hood and chain of this Bird, 
(as the term is) which they perform by 
clipping the feathers at the back part of 
c * head and neck, and continually ſtro- 
1 * | v8 
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170 The Fakes or Fark.” 
king the hood and chain forwards, which 7 
makes them advance further than they 
otherwiſe would: and ſometimes they cut 
2 pieco of ſkin out between the throat and 
the cheſt, and ſew it up again, by which 
means the chain is drawn cloſer. It ſhould 
have à very ſmall head, with a quick ' riſe; 
&. and ſpindle beak, the ſhorter the bet» 
ter, like that of a tumbler, and a pearl 
eye. In regard to the feather, there are 
various coloured ones, ſuch as reds, blues, 
mottled, blacks and yelHows ; the prefer - 
enge of which ſeems to be given to the 
laſt mentioned; but whatever colour they 
are of, they ſhould have à clean white head, 
with a white flight and white tail; ſome 
of them have feathers on their legs and 
feet, others have. none, and both ſorts are 
equally eſteemed according to the ene 
inclinations of thoſe who fancy them. 
In France and Holland they have tight 
this ſpecies to much greater perfection than 
in England, for of late years they have 
been much neglected here, which I think 
ile 5 . Uns D834 the 


a 


„„ — or t ty 
the greater pity, as they are by far tlie 
moſt -plealing' of any of the toy Pigeotts 

whatever. A very ingeniotis gentfetfdn af 

my acquaintance, and an exceeding good 
fancier, as well as a great naturaliſt, being 
at Paris laſt ſummer, purchaſed two pairs 
of theſe Birds, and charged himſelf with 
the trouble and care of bringing them over 
to England, which he effected, in order to 
reſtore the true original breed of them, but 
was prevented in that by a cat getting into 
his loft, and thereby deſtroying, them all. 

The fog rigs in iel fo uncom- 


through 


. F g 0 
8 *7 8 PAS. I. » 
* 4 2 8 
, ow 35 238 3 
2 þ * 
\ 5 . - 
N Fa > 
"+ & Ft b 


has thesen aving well vie w- 


ed it, he went in and purchaſed it, de- 
claring to the ſeller, that he never ſaw a 
ſtronger likeneſs in his life ; and as for the 
wig, it was exactly the fame he always 
wore. For he imagined it altogether a 
caricatura of one of his intimate acquaint- 
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| ance; and the perſon of whom he bou 
| it, did not think jt neceſſary 
to undeceive him. „ 
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Ars pi geon in ads and Rs re- 
ebe a good deal the jacobine, in- 
ſomuch that they have been frequently ſold 
for ſuch to thoſe who have not thoroughly 
underſtood the 2 belonging to the 
jack. 
Ihe ruff, if attentively. examined, wilt 
be found larger; than the jack, with a longer 

| beak, and a larger head. The irides of the 

eyes in ſome are of a pearl colour, i in others 

of a gravel colour; the feathers of its hood 
and chain much longer, though the chain 
does not reach ſo low down to the ſhoul- 
ders of the wings; neither are they near 
ſo compleat and cloſe as the others, but 
are apt to blow about with every little 
blaſt of wind, and to fall more backward 
off the head, and lay in a rough confuſed 
manner; whence the Pigeon has. its name. 
9 2 3 1 Their 
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Their feather is 4 the fame as that of 
the Jacks fo. that it is not to be ſo much 
dered at, that thoſe who were unac- 
quainted with the properties of the true 
original jack, ſhould have a ruff impoſed 
on them in its ſtead ; but I hope we have 
ſufficigntly deſcribed. the ruff to be worſe 
than the jack in all its properties, ſo as to 
prevent future impaſitions of that kind. 
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\HIS . like the jack, is ſo 
7 called, from another ſet of ' hooded 
eccleſiaſtics. 


| It is alſo thought by ſome to be a 
| baſtard breed from the jack, and others 


aſſert it to be a diſtinct ſpecies; but tis 


very certain, that a jack and another Pigeon 
will breed a Bird fo like it, as will- puzzle 
the authors of this aſſertion to diſtingujth- | 


it from what N cal their 3 ſpe- 


cCies. 


- tn has make + fize are much like 
* thoſe of the ruff, but rather larger; its 


© beak being alſo nearly the ſame : it has a 
tolerable good hood, but no chain; its 


feather is various, being ſometimes blue, 
red, yellow, mottled, black, &c. but ſhould, 
like the jack, always have a clean white 
COR head, 
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head, white flight, and white tail, and 
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amongſt the fanciers, 
cular ſpecies have their admirers. 
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17s a. Bird that, 3 the eye 8 

from the contraſt in her plumage, Which 

zs very particular, and ſhe ſeems to take 
| her name entirely from it, her head being 


as it were- covered with a veil. 
is all white; her oe tail, 


and ſix of 1 flight feathers ought to be 
entirely either black, red, or yellow, viz. 
i ber head be black, her tail and flight 
ſhould be black likewiſe; if her head be 
red, then her tail and flight ſhould be red ; 
or if her head be yellow, her tail and 
flight ſhould be alſo yellow); and accord- 
ingly are called either red-headed nuns, 
yellow- headed nuns, &c. and whatever 
feathers vary from this are ſaid to be foul ; 
for inſtance, ſhould a black-headed nun 
have a white or any other coloured feather 


in her head, * black, ſhe would be 
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called hd tad, or a white feather” if in 


her flight, ſhe would be foul-flighted, Kc. 0 


and the ſame rule ſtands. good in the red- 
headed or yellow-headed ones ; though the 


beſt of them all will ſometimes throw a few 

Foul feathers, and thoſe that are fo but in 
a ſmall degree, though not ſo much valued 
themſelves, will often breed as clean fes. 

thered Birds as thoſe that are not. 
A nun ought likewiſe to have a pearl 1 1 
eye, with a ſmall head and beak ; and to 
have a white hood, or tuft of feathers on 
the hinder part of the head, which the 
larger it is, adds the more beauty to the 
Bird: her fize much, the Gow, a8 the ca- 
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defended immediately after the jacobine, 
it being, in my opinion, the next in point 
of beauty but as Mr: Moore obſerves, 
tis pity te ſeparate, thoſe: venerable ſons of 
the cle and the female ſaints, therefore 


a 


we have 


Gn eee only. I, 


=. 


| The owl is, according to Mr. x — L200 
ö a fall Pigeon, very little larger than. a ja- 


bine . might be their ſize in his 
tima; but ut at preſant they are brought to 
ſuch perfection, that they are hardly, if 
any thin 8 larger than a very ſmall tumbler. 


Its beak is very ſ 
the end like an owl Ss, 


Shs. 5 


its name, the ſhorter it is | the war; ; it 


and innocent. aſpect, I ſhould. hays 


ffered them to follow Seh aber | 
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126 N Oui. 
2 2 very round button head, and a gravel | 


ne Plies on 2 breaſt open, 1 
reffect both ways, expanding itſelf ſome- 


thing like a roſe, which is called the purle 


by ſome, and by others the frill, and the 
more the Bird has of that the better, with 
a gullet reaching down from the beak to 


to the frill. Its plumage i is always of ene 
entire colour, as white, a fine ſky- blue, Y 


black, and yeltow, &c. except ſome that 
are chequered. The blue ones ſhould have 


black bars croſs the wings; and the lighter | 8 
they are in colour, particularly in the 


hackle, the more they are valued. 
Theſe Birds ſhould have their las 


places made ſo that they may fit in private, 
as mentioned under the head of building g | 


a loft, for they are very wild, like the car- 
rier, and apt to yy off their e888. to in 
the leaſt diſturbed. 
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H 18 Ben is ix 17 che Dutch 
Cort-beke, or Short-bill, on account 
of. the ſhortneſs of its beak ; but how it 
| came by the name of turbit I cannot take 

upon me to determine. „ 
It is a ſmall Pigeon, ſomething larger 
than the owl ; its beak is ſhort like that 
of a partridge; . and the ſhorter it is the 
more it is valued; it ſhould have a round 
button head, with à gullet; and the fea- 
thers on the breaſt (like that of the owl) 
open, and reflect both ways, ſtanding out 
almoſt like a fringe, or the frill of a ſhirt; 
and the Bird is valued in propoftion to the 
goodneſs of the frill or purle. 1 | 

In regard to their feather, the tail, and 
back of the wings, "ought to be of one 
entire colour, as blue, black, dun, &c. 
* red and yellow ones excepted, whoſe 
. 125 tails 
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| tails 1 be white; and thoſe that are 
blue Gele haue black. bas croſs be 


Wings 1 the flight feathers, and all + 


of the body ſhould be white, and are called 
by the fanciers (according to the colour 
they are of) as black-ſhoulder'd, yellow- | 
ſhoulder'd, blue-ſhoulder'd turbits, &c, 


They are a . pretty licht Pigeon; and 
af uſed. to fly when young, ſome of them 


make very good flyers. Mr. Moore ſays he | 
has ſeen a flight of them, that were kept * 


by one Girton, that would. mount 
as high as tumblers. 8 
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There: are ſome turbits all White, black, 5 
and blue, which by a miſtake are 5 oting 8 


called edt taken for owls: N 
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5 mY Broad-taild Sele. ; ; Oe i 


mig A . 18 by * called the 3 {i 
ad-tail'd Millers: and by others the 5 1 


| Ty \ wk bro Fit. : * ; - 1 1 $4 
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The len why it is e the read: 


| 4 © gs 3. 3114183 a | 
a0 9. ſhaker is, on account « of its having a 1 
TH 1211 


e tremulous motion, or et in | | * 


- £40 


#3 + 4 


ker. | 

It has a beautiful li and ii 1 55 
which bends like the neck of a ſwan, in- 
clining towards the back ; a remarkable 
full cheſt, a n a tail 
conſiſting of et es feathers, 


ſeldom leſs thaff IS ſome of 1 
them have thirty but that rarely) | In 
which they ſpread in a very elegant man- | Will. 
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130 Te B — Shaker. 


ner, like the tail of a turkey-cock, and 
throw it up 2 high chat the head and tail 


frequently meet, whence - they; are called 
fan- tails; but when they have ſuch ; a large 


number of feathers, it is apt to make them 
lop their tails, and not permit it to meet 
with their head, Which is a very great 
fault. 

Their colour i is moſt commonly all white, 


though. there are black-pied, blue-pied, 
red-pied, and yellow-pieds, and ſome en- 
tire blue ; but the white .ones have gene- 

rally the beſt carriage in their head and 


tail: there are two ſorts of theſe broad- 


rail'd ſhakers, the one having a neck much 


longer and more fender. than the other, 
but the longeſt neck is eſtectned the moſt 


beautiful. 
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7 he Narrow-tail'd Shaker 


1 by many thought a diſtinct werkes, and 
by others only a baſtard breed between 

the broad-tail'd ſhaker and ſome other 
Pigeon : it hath a ſhorter neck and thicker 


than the broad-tail'd ſhaker, with a longer 
back: the feathers of the tail are not ſo 
much expanded; but fall in a manner dou- 
over the oe, _ | 


ble, the one ſide laying 
the tail generally droops very. much. 
Its feather varies as the former, but are 


generally white; though I have ſeen an 


almond of this ſort, which was nn aſed 
by a certain nobleman 
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The Soe. 


* HIS Pigeon is about the tin or A 
ſmall runt, and was brought hither 
from Holland; but whether it was origi- 
nally bred there or not I cannot determine. 
They have a ſpot upon their heads,” juſt. 
above their beaks, from which they take 
their name; the feathers of the tail are Gf 
the ſame colour as the fpot, and the reſt of 
their body all white: tlie ſpot and tail in 
ſome of them are black, in others red, in 
others yellow; and I have heard there are 
ſome blue: they look very pretty when 
they ſpread their tail and fly; and always 
breed their young ones of the ſame co- 
r. 


1 The 


| ('133 ] 


The Laugher 


F about the ſize of a middling runt, and 


much of the ſame make, and has a very 
| bright pearl eye, almoſt white ; their fea- 
ther is chiefly red-mottled ; and I have 


heard of ſome that were blue: they are 


faid to come from the Holy Land near 
Jeruſalem. When the cock plays to the 


hen, he has a hoarſe coo, not unlike the 


guggling of a bottle of water, when pour- 
cd out, and then makes a noiſe which very 
much imitates. a ſoft laughter; and from 
Genge it has its Name, 
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FS a Bird much about the ſize of a 

laugher, and very runtiſhly made ; they 
are generally pearl-ey'd, black-mottled, 
very feather-footed and leg'd, turn-crown'd 
like the nun, and ſometimes like a finnikin, 
but much larger, which are reckoned the 
better ſort, as being more melodious ; but 
the beſt charaQeriſtic to know them, is a 
- tuft of feathers growing at the root of the 
beak ; and the larger this tuft is, the more 
they are eſteemed : the reaſon of their name 
is from their imitating the found of a 
trumpet after playing ; the more falacious 
they are, the more they will trumpet ; 
therefore if you have a mind to be often 
entertained with their melody, you muſt 
give them plenty of hemp-ſeed, otherwiſe 
they will ſeldom trumpet much, except in 
the ſpring, when they are naturally more 
falacious than uſual. 
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The Helmet f 


| 6 much about the fize of a nun, or 
= ſomewhat bigger: the head, tail, and 
flight feathers of the wings, are always of 
one colour, as black, red, yellow; and * 
believe there are ſome blue, and all the 
reſt of the body white; ſo that the chief 
difference between them and a nun is, that 
they have no hood on the hinder part of the 
head, and are commonty gravel-ey'd. | 
They are called helmets from their heads 
being covered with a plumage which is 


diſtin& in colour from the body, and ap- 


pears ſomewhat like an helmet to cover 
the head. N 
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T5 ESE Pigeons are poſſeſſed of certain 
whimſical geſtures when. falacious, vi. 

it riſes over its hen, and turns round three of 
four times, lapping: its wings, then reverſes; 
and turns as.many the other way ; for which, 
b reaſon ſome people diſapprove of this ſort, 
as being apt to vitiate their own ſtrains by 
making a hen ſquat by theſe geſtures, but, 
in fact are no more to be feared in that re- 
ſpect than any other breed when falacious.,. 
They are in ſhape and make not unlike 

a common runt, and. nearly the ſame ſize ; 3 
the crown of its head is turned in the 


manner of a ſnake's head; it has a gravel | 
eye, and a tuft of feathers on the hinder 


part of the crown, which runs down its 
neck ſomething ] like a horſe's mane ; it 
has no feathers, on i its legs or feet, and the 
feather is always black or blue- pied. 
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part of the _ not 0G aks 
headed) in many reſpedss like the finnikin. | 
though when ſalaeious and playing to the 1 
hae, it turns only, one 1 1 ee : | 
finnikin. turns. bath. It is, of a; runti(h; 
| make, and has a,gravel eye. 211 brad 5 8 
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The Barb, or Barbary Pigeon. 
TH IS Pigeon was originally brought 2 


from Barbary, and for that reaſon 
called the Barbary Pigeon, or for ſhortneſs 


2 barb. It is in ſize leſs than a common = 


runt, ſhould have a very ſhort beak like a 
bull-finch, with a very ſmall wattle, and 
a naked circle of tuberdus red fleſh round. 
the eyes, whoſe irides are of a pearl colour; 
the broader and redder this fleſh is, the 
more valuable the Bird, though it is very 
narrow when the Bird is young, and does 
not come to its full growth till they are 
four years old ; ſome * tuft 
of feathers on the hinder part of the head, 
ſomething like a finnikin, and others have 
not ; the body of it rather long than other= 
2 5 
Mr. Willoughby, i in defertbing this Bird, 


is * miſtaken, where he imagines the 
tuberous 
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' The Barb, or Barbary Pigeon. 139 
Abe fleſh to be white in ſome Birds 
ol this kind, which never is the caſe, tho 

it will grow paler when the Bird is ſick, 


and when it recovers aways reaſſumes its 
| wonted redneſs. | 
Their feather js chiefly black or dun; 
though there are pieds of both theſe fea». 
thers, and ſome ſplaſh'd ; and I have ſeen 
one that was an almond, 
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this Bird is no more in reality thai 
4 white barb, which makes the red tabe- 
rous fleſh round the eyes look very beauti- 
ful ; and further adds, that the reaſon why D 
it was ſo called, was, that Mahomet, the 
impoſtor prophet of the Turkiſh religion, 
and author of the Alcoran, is reputed by 
- ſome authors, and thoſe of good note, as 
Scaliger, Grotius, and Sionita, to have made 
uſe of the following- ſtratagem to induce 
the credulous Arabians to believe that he 
converſell frequently with- the holy ſpirit, 
and received 1 from him his miſſion as a 
prophet, and the” new doctrines he was 


about to broa S 


well © 
wp, 


This impoſture he carries on in this 
manner : he took a young Pigeon of this 
kind which we are now deſcribing, and . 


which, by the immaculate whiteneſs of its 
plumage, 


lenses Was not an improper de ** | 
Purity, and the orleftial dove; this Bird 
he Brought mp by hand, and made it very 


tame and familiar, till at laſt he taught i it 
to eat meat out of his ear, which he might 


 cafily do;:eſpecially if he fod it with rape 
or:hempslced there, - which. all Pigeons are 
very fond of;: till at laſt the Pigeon would 


come frequentiy to ſearch for its food thers. 5 


This Bird he impoſed upon the Arabians 
to be the Holy Ghoſt, whiſpering the dio 
tates of the Almighty, and teaching bim 
the precepts of his new law ; and from 
hence this Bird is called after him by the 
name of Mahomet ; ſo far Mr. Moore: 
and I think he has extremely well account- 


ed for its being ſo called; but it is the 1 


opinion of a + £ 


nei OY that. the Bird , 
called a mahomet is nearly f a cream 
| colour, with bars: craſs th wings as black 
as ebony, the feathgys very particular, be- 
ing of two coloum zathe upper part, or 
ſurface of them, appearing of a cream, and 
underneath a kind of ſooty colour, nearly 
approaching to black; as are likewiſe the 
lu feathers, and even the ſkin, which I 
0 never 
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with a fine gullet, and in lieu of a frill ; 
the feathers rather appear like a ſeam; the 
head is ſhort, and inclined to be thiek; 
hath an orange- eye, and a ſmall naked 
cirele of black fleſh round the ſame; and 
a beak ſomething reſembling that of a bull 
finch, with a ſmall black wattle on it. - 

I muſt confeſs I rather think this Bird a 
mixt ſtrain, between a turbit and ſome 
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The Late: Pigeon. 


s Bird ib, 1 believe, original 
1 bred in Holland, where I am inform 
ed there are: great numbers of 'them ;- tho' 
not one that I know of to be ſeen in Eng- 
land at preſent: it is in ſize rather leis than 
a common runt, and like it in ſhape and 
make; though I once ſaw a ſhaker: of this 
Eind: their colour is white, and they are 
valued on account of their ſcaroity, and 
the peculiarity of their feathers ; the fibres, 
or web of which, appear diſunited from 
each other thro hout their whole plum- 
age, and not in che leaſt connected, as in 
common with all other Pigeons, where 
they form a ſmooth cloſe feather; but in 
order to convey a true idea of this very 
ſingular Bird, I beg leave to N the 

reader to -the cut annexed. 0 
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